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RECOMMENDATION: THE DECISION TO GRANT PLANNING PERMISSION SUBJECT 
TO CONDITIONS BE DELEGATED TO THE PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL 
MANAGER UPON THE SIGNING OF A SECTION 106 AGREEMENT SECURING:-

 PUFFIN CROSSING (SIGNALLED PEDESTRIAN) A597 Circa £80,000
 BUS STOP IMPROVEMENTS/   BUS STOP SHELTERS Circa £15,000
 FOOTWAY LIGHTING (ENHANCED ACCESS) Circa £10,277.76
 FOOTWAY ALONGSIDE SOUTH SIDE OF A597 BETWEEN ROUNDABOUT AND 

CHURCH STREET JUNCTIONS Circa £24,034.20



Summary

Issue Conclusion

Historic use The Site is split into two parcels of land, the north and south, by the 
access path known as ‘Black Path’. The northern parcel comprises 
Borough Park football stadium (Use Class D1) and Lonsdale Park 
(open space, formerly football, greyhound and motorcycle racing 
stadium). The northern part of the site has an established and 
historic use for stadia. From their original home at Lonsdale Park, 
Workington Reds relocated to their permanent home, Borough Park, 
in 1937.The existing Borough Park stadium will be demolished and 
the new larger stadium will replace it. The proposed 3G pitch will be 
in the locality of the previously located Lonsdale Park Stadium (now 
demolished and open space).

The southern parcel comprises car parking associated with Allerdale 
House, a pay and display car parking extension for Workington town 
centre and the recreational sports ground (Use Class D2) that forms 
an extension of the neighbouring Workington Leisure Centre.

Principle - 
sustainable 
location.

It is proposed to demolish the existing Workington AFC football 
stadium and to construct in its place a new stadium with a capacity of 
circa 8,000. The stadium will also house a number of land uses to 
maximise the economic, social and environmental sustainability of 
the stadium complex.

The land uses within the stadium building include: 

 The main stadium with pitch (D2). 
 Ancillary sporting facilities to include corporate and function 

room areas (D1/D2), café (A3) and an external 3G pitch. 
 Office space (B1a).
 NHS (community) facilities (D1). 

The ancillary corporate and function rooms will be hired out on non- 
match days and the office space and NHS uses will also be income 
generators to support a sustainable economic future for the stadium 
complex. 

The all-weather multi-use training pitch will be constructed on land 
immediately east of the stadium and this will be available for hire as 
an income generator and will further enhance the community 
sporting facility offer in the locality adjacent to the existing sports 
centre. 

A car parking area will be created on the south side of the Mill 
Stream (also known as Soapery Beck) and will be connected to the 
stadium and training pitch by a new footbridge erected over this 



watercourse. 

Footpaths will be created around the Development, including along 
the southern bank of the River Derwent and the site will be 
landscaped and planted with trees and other vegetation to improve 
the public realm and provide habitat mitigation and enhancement.

The sports facilities will still account for the majority floor space of the 
stadium complex and this development is assessed considering the 
aggregation of land uses within the proposed stadium development 
package. 

A sequential test has been undertaken with regard to the effect of the 
B1 (a) town centre use on the vitality of the town centre and to 
address matters relating to flood risk. 

The NHS community facility is not a town centre use as defined by 
the NPPF 2019 and the provision of a new primary health care 
facility will provide modern, accessible facilities for all members of 
the community and further supports this facility as a community 
destination and community hub. 

The location of the application site at the edge of the town centre 
represents the most sustainable location to deliver a new stadium 
complex for Workington which is the Borough’s key service centre 
with good links to its public transport infrastructure. This is a 
sustainable site which complies with national and local planning 
policies.

Flood Risk and 
Drainage 

The supporting evidence includes a Flood Risk Assessment and the 
sequential and exemption tests.

This demonstrates the development has incorporated appropriate 
mitigation and resilience measures to address any flood risk and 
sequentially represents the site at least probability of flooding 
capable of accommodating the proposal. 

A sequential approach is designed to ensure that areas at little or no 
risk of flooding from any source are developed in preference to areas 
at a higher risk. The aim is to keep development out of medium and 
high flood risk areas (Flood Zone 2 and 3) and other areas affected 
by other sources of flooding where possible. 

The stadium building is mostly located in Flood Zone 1 with a small 
proportion of the building located within the existing Flood Zones 2 
and 3. The 3G pitch and public open space areas and parking are in 
Flood Zones 2 and 3.  A key matter in the siting of the stadium is its 
relationship with the adjacent River Derwent and proximity to the 
coast and the potential for river and tidal flooding.



The NPPF defines classifications of development types based on 
vulnerability to flooding. These classifications help determine 
whether a development is ‘compatible’ with a specific Flood Zone. 

The NPPF defines the office facilities classed as “less vulnerable” 
which can be located within Zone 1, 2 or 3a.

The healthcare facilities classed as “more vulnerable” should be 
located in Zones 1 or 2 and subject to the Exception Test if located in 
Zone 3a. A sequential and exception test has been completed and is 
accepted.

The all-weather sports pitch and outdoor amenity space is classed 
as ‘Water Compatible’ uses. 

The layout has been designed such that the more vulnerable parts of 
the development are located in the lower risk areas of the site and 
the water compatible parts have been located in the higher risk 
areas. 

Alternative sites within Workington locality in lower risk areas (flood 
zone 1) have been discounted through a sequential site assessment 
exercise.

Foul Drainage will be to the mains, the detailed foul drainage 
scheme can be secured by planning condition.

Surface water drainage can be secured by planning condition 
following a sustainable hierarchy principle.

Design and Layout The stadium façade comprises a mixture of glass, metal and a lattice 
of timber, with transparent areas to reveal the internal activity.

The final design sees the stadium take an elliptical form, angled 
across the site to create a clear main access point in the south 
western corner, visible from the maximum number of key viewpoints 
to both pedestrians and road users. The shape and variety of 
materials also disaggregates the overall mass. 
The scheme demonstrates an integrated and unifying theme through 
the use of complementary surfacing and hard landscaping materials 
and incorporates tree planting and green infrastructure.

It is considered that the stadium complex is well-designed and an 
inclusive place, both within the stadium building itself and in the 
wider areas to include areas of public realm, the 3G pitch, car parks 
and footpaths.

Sport Provisions The standard of the proposed sports facilities meets the 
requirements of Sport England.

Impact on The proposal is acceptable to the highway authority. The site has 



highway network 
and car parking

good links to the town centre and public transport.

The highway and pedestrian access arrangements are acceptable.

A total of 43 car parking spaces will be provided at the site, which will 
predominately be provided for the NHS facility (38 parking spaces, 
including 6 disabled spaces), while 4 disabled spaces will be located 
on the east side of the stadium for the office development. 
Remaining parking requirements will be available at the Griffin Street 
car park to the south of the site. It is proposed to extend the Griffin 
Street car park from 103 parking spaces to 204 parking spaces, to 
accommodate the cumulative parking requirements of the NHS 
facility and office developments.

The submitted Transport Assessment demonstrates that the site is 
accessible by sustainable modes of travel and that safe and suitable 
access can be gained to the development. Furthermore, the residual 
trip generation and impact assessments demonstrate that the traffic 
impacts of the proposals will not have a material or significant 
detrimental impact on the highway network.

A signal controlled “Puffin” pedestrian crossing across the A597 is 
required to reflect the modal split assumption in the Transport 
Assessment. This shall be secured by a Grampian condition1 and the 
pedestrian crossing shall be implementation prior to occupation of 
any use of the stadium to be secured by planning condition. The 
funding of this Puffin crossing is to be secured through a s106 
agreement obligation (monies paid to County Council as the 
Highways Authority). 

A Travel Plan will be required to be secured by planning condition 
based on the principles of the submitted Travel Plan Framework. 
This is to ensure that the modal split assumptions contained within 
the Transport Assessment are realised. Funding the monitoring of 
the Plan is to be secured via a s106 obligation.

Ecology and 
biodiversity 

The development is within the Impact Risk Zones (IRZ) for the 
following:-

 River Derwent & Bassenthwaite Lake Special Area of 
Conservation (England) (SAC)2.

 River Derwent and Tributaries Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI).3

 Siddick Pond Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).4

1 A condition worded in a negative form prohibiting development authorised by the planning permission until a specified action has 
been taken (such as delivery of off-site infrastructure).
2 UK00300032
3 1006657
4 1058349



The location within the SAC’s IRZ and the need for mitigation 
resulted in an Appropriate Assessment being required to accord with 
the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. 

An acceptable ecological assessment of the site including the River 
Derwent and Mill Stream watercourse has been submitted.  There 
are no objections from Natural England subject to conditions

Planning conditions can secure the protection of important habitats 
and species associated with the River Derwent SAC and, notably, 
migratory species include fish and otter. 

A Construction Environmental Management Plan can ensure that 
any piling works or any construction or operational lighting 
arrangements do not adversely affect protected species. This can be 
secured by planning condition.

Heritage assets 
and archaeology

The site does not contain any designated heritage assets. Borough 
Park is considered to be a non-designated heritage asset, with a 
historic building recording being necessary due to its local 
importance as a sporting venue. No adverse impact on heritage 
assets including the setting of listed buildings e.g St. Michael’s 
Church, conservation areas (e.g St. Michael’s) and archaeology.

Residential 
Amenity

No adverse impact regarding noise to neighbouring properties or 
between the uses within the stadium complex subject to a suitable 
noise condition.

Visual and 
Landscape 
impacts

No adverse visual impacts on key receptors including residential 
areas and highway routes. This is a large structure that will be 
prominent in the landscape, but it is a ‘landmark’ and gateway 
building and will be adjacent to other larger buildings and areas of 
open space and car parking and therefore no adverse landscape 
impacts.

Contamination There are no objections from the Coal Authority or Environmental 
Protection subject to matters relating to contamination being suitably 
addressed by planning conditions.

Proposal

Planning permission is sought for:-

 The demolition of the existing Borough Park stadium (Workington AFC).

 Erection of a circa 8,000 capacity sports stadium (Use Class D2) that incorporates a 
hospitality/ conference suite (Use Class D1/D2). The floor space extends to 
6,758m2.

 2,817m2 community (NHS) facility (Use Class D1) and café (Use Class A3).



 3,022m2 office space (Use Class B1a).

 An outdoor sports pitch and changing facilities (Use Class D2).

 Associated vehicular and pedestrian access, parking, landscaping and drainage.

To accommodate the new stadium complex it is proposed to demolish the existing 
Workington AFC football stadium (Workington Reds Ground) and to construct, in its place, 
a new stadium with a capacity of 8,000. The stadium building will also house a new 
community health centre and offices to ensure the development serves multiple functions. 

An all-weather multi-use training pitch will be constructed on land immediately east of the 
stadium. Car parking will be created on the south side of the Mill Stream (also known as 
Soapery Beck) and will be connected to the stadium and training pitch by a new footbridge 
erected over this watercourse. Footpaths and areas of public open space will be created 
around the development, including along the southern bank of the River Derwent. The site 
will be landscaped and planted with trees and other vegetation.

Although the stadium as a building is proposed to incorporate additional uses, the sports 
facilities will still account for the majority floor space of the development. Each element of 
the development is addressed below.

Stadium

The stadium will provide a hybrid (grass and artificial) pitch to meet Rugby Football League 
(RFL) and Football Federation (FF) specifications. There will also be a spectator hospitality 
suite (Use Class D1 / D2)/ conference suite.

Vehicular pitch access will be from the southern stand. There will also be 4x admin offices; 
4x manager / coach offices, 1 x press interview room, doping control facility, home and 
away changing facilities; storage and equipment facilities, treatment room, IT and plant 
rooms, 4x concessions and restrooms in each stand and 4x spectator stands. The stand 
details are as follows:-

Location Capacity Supporters Seats/Standing
West (Main Stand) 2,500 Home Seating 
North 1,300 Away Standing 
East c2,500 Home Standing 
South 1,600 Home Standing 

It is likely the facility will be accessible Monday – Sunday, 7.30am – 11pm to allow for the 
clubs’ employees and the sports teams to access the facilities for early morning training 
and/or office hours, as well as allowing for later closing on training or match days.

Outdoor pitch 

The proposed outdoor pitch, located to the east of the stadium, will serve two purposes; to 
provide an additional training ground should the rugby and/or football club require it, as well 
as providing the community with a high-specification community pitch for hire. 



The outdoor pitch will provide a 3G artificial pitch, floodlighting and pitch markings. It is 
expected that the community sports pitch will be accessible Monday – Friday, 6am – 10pm, 
and Saturday – Sunday, 7.45am-10pm in line with hours of operation for the Workington 
Leisure Centre.

Hospitality facilities and conferencing

Forming an ancillary hospitality suite, it is proposed that the floor space be granted 
planning permission for Use Class D1 and D2 allowing for its private hire, on non-match 
days, as a conference suite. Located within the first floor of the western stand of the 
stadium, the hospitality/conferencing suite is primarily accessed via the main entrance in 
the south western corner. 

It is proposed that the hospitality/conferencing suite will comprise 1x directors’ lounge 
and private bar, 2x hospitality lounges with a shared bar overlooking the pitch,
4x private boxes, 1x private box / TV recording box, 1x large kitchen, store rooms and 
cellars and disabled, female, and male restrooms. It is proposed that the hospitality/ 
conference suite will be accessible Monday – Sunday, 7.30am – 11pm, to mirror the 
operating hours of the stadium. 

Due to these facilities supporting the operation of the stadium, extensions to these hours 
may be required on a limited number of occasions, due to exceptional circumstances such 
as one-off events.

The space will provide a unique offering in the area, providing high-quality hospitality and 
conferencing facilities, with views overlooking the pitch. For sporting events, there is a 
hospitality layout, comprising a directors’ lounge, private boxes, and space for TV crews to 
record and stream the events.

Offices 

Located across the ground, first, second, and third floors of the eastern stand of the 
stadium, the offices are provided with a dedicated, private ground floor pedestrian access, 
in addition to being accessible via a restricted entrance from the concourse. 

It is proposed that the offices will comprise a ground floor with a lobby, reception/waiting 
area, office, and meeting room with the upper three floors laid out as open plan offices with 
storage, IT and plant facilities.  2x lifts and 3x privately accessed escape staircases will 
serve this office suite. It is proposed that the office facility will be accessible to employees 
24 hours, 7 days a week to allow for the working hours to be determined by the future 
tenant

NHS community facilities

This use extends to 2,817m2 of floor space. Located across the ground and first floors of 
the southern stand of the stadium, the proposed primary care facility has several private 
ground floor pedestrian access points. 

The primary health care facility proposes a pharmacy on the ground floor with internal and 



external pedestrian access, a lobby, reception, ancillary cafe and waiting area, toilet, 
general store and admin room.

The first floor comprises consulting and treatment rooms, 1x dispensary, 8x office/ study/ 
meeting rooms, 1x waiting room, staff and patient toilets, 2x staff rooms and 6x store/ utility 
rooms. There will be 2x lifts, 3x privately accessed escape staircases and 1x plant room 
and a private clinical waste disposal, separated from the other stadium uses. 

It is proposed that the primary health care facility, including the pharmacy, will be 
accessible Monday – Saturday, 8.00am – 8pm.

Access principles 

Access is proposed on a multi-modal basis utilising the site’s sustainable location. The 
Institution of Highways and Transportation ‘Guidelines for Providing for Journeys on Foot’ 
suggests that, for commuting, 1km and 2km are considered the acceptable and preferred 
maximum walking distances respectively. A significant proportion of the residential areas of 
Workington lie within a 2km distance from the site.

Vehicle and pedestrian access to Borough Park is currently via the A597 roundabout to the 
south west of the ground. The junction is utilised for the new stadium and will also provide 
access for service vehicles that may need to enter the site, though these will not be 
permitted around match times.

The proposed NHS facility and office development would not be in operation at the same 
time as matches at the proposed stadium; some of the 43 car parking spaces would be 
utilised for disabled spectators, match officials, staff and players. 

Pedestrian access

On match days, pedestrian access at the new vehicle access will be restricted, with access 
for pedestrians via a ‘Fan-Zone’ area to the east of the vehicle access.  Pedestrian links 
from the Griffin Street car park and Allerdale House will be used to connect the car park 
with the ‘Fan-Zone’ access.

A pedestrian crossing shall upgrade the pedestrian access across the A597 from the 
stadium to upgraded bus stops and the wider pedestrian footpaths. 

Pedestrian links into the site will be provided at the new vehicle access to the NHS facility 
and office development. A pedestrian link will also be provided to the Griffin Street car park, 
with a new pedestrian bridge across Mill Stream, to the south of the site. 

Footways are in place on both sides of the carriageway within the immediate proximity of 
the site, with dropped kerbs at all crossing points. New Bridge Street has footways on both 
sides of the road, with the northern footway set back from the carriageway. This footway 
provides a connection to the Tesco pedestrian access and crossing at the roundabout. The 
site is located within close proximity to the majority of Workington, with a good level of 
pedestrian facilities in the vicinity of the site, to encourage walking for staff and visitors to 
the NHS facility and Office development.



A puffin crossing on the A597 is proposed to provide safe pedestrian access to the 
upgraded bus stops and the wider pedestrian routes that provide access to public transport 
including the railway station.

Cycle access

Up to 75 cycle parking spaces will be provided at the site, as required for the office and 
NHS facility. The cycle parking infrastructure will be located to allow good access to the 
development facilities, being sited in close proximity to the NHS facility and office main 
entrances. The cycle parking spaces will provide shelter and simple, non-obstructed 
access.

Coaches 

Team coaches associated with match days would also be allowed to access the stadium 
grounds to drop off and pick up. Event stewards would be on hand to manage the operation 
of the coach parking area when required. Pedestrian access to north of the car park is via a 
new pedestrian footbridge over the Beck. Pedestrian and cycle access to the site is 
available via the ‘Black Path’ which crosses the length of the site.

5% of spectators are expected to travel to the stadium by coach. This equates to 100 
spectators, all expected to be away fans. An average coach carries 50 people at a time 
and, therefore, 2 coach parking spaces would be required. With the stadium at maximum 
capacity (8,000 spectators), the proportion of fans travelling by coach is expected to 
increase considerably. A total of 1,300 spectators have been considered to travel to the 
stadium by coach under this scenario. At 50 spectators per coach, this would equate to a 
parking requirement for 26 coaches. This coach parking can be located within an overspill 
parking area to the east of the Griffin Street car park.  This coach/ overspill area would 
likely be surfaced in ‘grasscrete’ or similar surface finish

Car access and Parking

Vehicle access to Allerdale House car park is via Griffin Street to the south. Griffin Street 
can be accessed from the west and east (albeit there is no eastbound exit). The access will 
take the form of a priority junction, which will provide sufficient capacity to accommodate 
the traffic generated by the site on a typical weekday and on match days

A total of 43 car parking spaces is provided at the stadium site. Of these 39 spaces 
(including 6 disabled) are providing in proximity to the NHS facility. 4 additional disabled 
spaces will be located on the east side of the stadium for the office development.  
Remaining parking requirements will be available at the Griffin Street car park to the south 
of the site. It is proposed to extend the Griffin Street car park from 103 parking spaces to 
196 parking spaces.

On a match day, car parking on site will be restricted with the majority of spectators, 
travelling by car, parking at Allerdale House and within the extended Griffin Street car park. 
The parking requirements for a match day have been based on an attendance of 2,000 
spectators, using the first principle trip generations. During events or special matches, 
where attendance may be higher, temporary satellite car parks may be required. These 
could include the further temporary extension to the Griffin Street car park or using land to 



the south of the existing Workington Station car park. These would be arranged on an 
event by event basis and included in the event specific management plan.

The stadium has a maximum capacity of 8,000. At this level of attendance, the match day 
operations will change, with a greater emphasis on non-car trips. Based on this and the 
level of spectators, the total parking requirement has been estimated to be circa 850 
parking spaces.  The remaining parking requirements would be within the town where there 
are circa.1150 public off-street car parking spaces. The additional parking demand, when 
8,000 spectators attend, would equate to circa 40% of the existing town centre off-street 
public car parking spaces.

For the Rugby World Cup games and special events which may have even higher 
attendance, temporary satellite car parks may be required and could include: further 
temporary extension to the Griffin Street car park; land to the south of the existing 
Workington Station car park and utilising car parking within the Derwent Park stadium, 
accessed from the gyratory next to Workington Station. 

Public Realm and Landscaping

There will be protection of pedestrians from unwanted vehicle access through the siting of 
functional street furniture. 

A new public realm area will be to the south of the stadium to create a new entrance 
feature to the stadium complex. The space will be developed using concrete paving 
materials seeking to provide a robust design.

Formal landscaping is proposed within the main public zones in the south and west, with an 
informal / semi-natural approach to the north and east along the river edge. Minimal work is 
proposed in proximity to the riverbank, in order to provide a stand-off zone for construction 
activities to protect the existing integrity of this riverside location.

With regard to trees, it is proposed to remove low-quality trees but retain the majority of 
mature trees and vegetation to protect the existing wildlife corridor, particularly along the 
riverbank. There is the proposed retention of most of the trees and groups identified in the 
Arboricultural Survey as Category B. 

Moving through the site to the south and west, it is envisaged that the tree planting 
becomes more formalised with a combination of avenue type planting and informal groups. 
Open areas of ground and margins will be a mix of regularly mown amenity grass with 
extensive areas of native wildflower seeding. This will include mixes such as the National 
Vegetation Classification type MG5 generally, with a wet meadow/margin mix being used 
over the newly formed overland flow route to the river, east of the new training pitch.  A mix 
of native bulb planting will also be included within the overall planting strategy.

Tree planting will also be incorporated around the edges of the new car parking to the 
south of the Beck. This will reinforce retained planting. The Beck itself and its associated 
banks will not be affected by the proposals.



Lighting

Lighting within the scheme will include floodlighting in the stadium and within the 3G pitch. 
There will be external surrounding lighting of the areas of public open space, pathways, 
roads and car parking. 

Flood Resilience and Drainage

Existing site levels sit lower than the recommended finished floor protection level. The 
stadium development requires platforming and land raising to achieve design levels 
appropriate to protect the development against tidal flooding. The finished floor level of the 
stadium building and associated facilities has been set to 7.0 m Above Ordnance Datum 
(AOD) and the outdoor sports pitch has been set to 6.1 metres AOD.

The drainage strategy includes the lowering of the land to the east of the all-weather 3G 
pitch, including the embankment adjacent to the Mill Stream (Soapery Beck). This lowered 
area of land is intended to provide a flow route should the culvert under the New Bridge 
Road become blocked during a flood event. 

The surface water drainage design includes 2 outfalls into the tidal extents of the River 
Derwent, the technical details to be secured by planning condition.

The foul drainage strategy looks to connect the proposed development into the existing 
public sewer network located approximately 150m south of the site. The proposal currently 
include for the provision of a new wastewater pumping station. The final design of the 
pumping station and its requirement will be confirmed following receipt of suitable drainage 
investigation works and survey data and secured by planning condition.
 

Site and Surroundings

The site occupies an area of approximately 9.2ha and lies circa. 650m north-west of 
Workington Town Centre and immediately to the south of the River Derwent. 

The site is split into two parcels of land, the north and south, by the access path known as 
‘Black Path’. Each parcel comprises the following:

 The northern parcel - Borough Park football stadium  and Lonsdale Park (open 
space, formerly football, greyhound and motorcycle racing stadium); 

  The southern parcel - Car parking associated with Allerdale House, pay and display 
car parking extension for Workington town centre, and the recreational sports ground 
that forms an extension of the neighbouring Workington Leisure Centre.

The immediate surrounding area comprises commercial, leisure, and sports and 
recreational uses, with integrated open space. Areas to the north and south of the site are 
largely defined by residential developments, with some commercial and industrial uses.

The River Derwent abuts the site’s northern boundary, creating a barrier between the 



proposed stadium and the Northside residential development. To the west of the northern 
parcel lies the A597 road, beyond which is Workington’s Tesco Superstore (Use Class A1) 
and Derwent Park Stadium home of the Workington Town Rugby League Football Club 
(‘Workington Town’) and formerly the Workington Comets speedway team. The A597 is a 
7.3mwide single carriageway road which connects the A596 to the north and Workington to 
the south. There are cycle and pedestrian footways.

Workington Leisure Centre (Use Class D2) is situated to the east on Griffin Street and is a 
modern facility opened in September 2016 as part of the initial phase of regenerating the 
Lower Derwent Valley for leisure, sports and recreational use.

Allerdale House, Allerdale Borough Council’s headquarters, is situated on the western 
boundary of the southern parcel. Beyond this, to the west, the existing vacant site has been 
granted detailed planning permission for a Marston’s restaurant/public house and 
Travelodge hotel.

Griffin Street bounds the Site to the south. Beyond this lies a stretch of open grass land 
backed by a tree and hedge-lined bank, which separates the site from the mix of residential 
and other uses on Derwent Street (a designated conservation area). 

Currently, vehicular access to the site is granted via the roundabout on the A597, with 
entrances from the west of Black Path or via Griffin Street. Public footpaths allow access to 
the site from all directions, with crossing points situated on all main roads.

The bus stops situated on the A597 are served by the 300 and 30 bus services linking 
northbound to Flimby, Maryport and, in this case of the 300, to Carlisle. Southbound 
services link to the town centre and onwards to Whitehaven.
Workington station is 600m to the southwest, served by Carlisle to Whitehaven and Barrow 
services. Connections at Carlisle permit onward travel directly to London, Glasgow and 
Manchester with direct services to Liverpool due this summer. 

As per the Environment Agency’s ‘flood map for planning’, the site is located within Flood 
Zones 1, 2, and 3.

The site is not located within a conservation area, nor does it contain any listed buildings. 
However, it is adjacent to the St. Michael’s and Brow Top conservation areas, and several 
listed buildings. There are no known Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) registered on the 
site.

Relevant Planning History

Site

 2/1983/0284 - Formation of vehicular access and layout. Approved

Adjacent to the site

 2/2014/0271 Erection of sports and leisure centre.  Approved



 SCR/2014/0003 Screening opinion request for proposed Leisure Centre (Not EIA)
 2/2018/0292 Travel Lodge and Marston’s public house. Approved
 2/2017/0225 Marston’s public house on land to the northern perimeter of Tesco’s 

store. Approved

Representations

Workington Town Council 

The Statement of Community Involvement did not mention the Town Council (or indeed any 
parish tier authority). Committee grateful for the presentation at its last meeting.  Various 
environmental statements raised concerns about the impact of the development on 
migratory fish and there should be due regard of this sensitive issue. The Committee further 
noted that the site was planned for construction in a Level 3 Flood Zone and that, therefore, 
the mitigation for such a serious risk should be hardwired into the construction. It noted the 
proposed mitigations and urged planners to seek additional reassurance that this was 
sufficient for such a high risk. The risk, it further observed, came from three directions – 
tidal, Soapery Beck and the River Derwent, and that modelling to reflect the potential 
interaction of all three should be considered very robust before any consent is granted. The 
Committee welcomes the visual impact but sceptical as to whether such an outcome would 
actually be delivered if it proved that cost constraints had to be addressed. Reassurance 
sought that Planners were considering the application as it was presented and not a 
subsequent watered down version that would have a more intrusive visual impact. Concern 
the likely cost of some aspects of the development and, whilst accepting that this was not a 
Planning Matter, did raise a potential issue of overpromise in the application stage, which 
would be difficult to undo, once the costly ground investigations and other preparatory work 
had been undertaken. The Committee noted that it had not been able to give as much time 
to considering the application as it might have liked, given the tight timetable required by 
the planning process. However, the Committee felt the application had sufficient merit to 
proceed and therefore Recommended acceptance, subject to the satisfactory mitigation of 
its concerns.

ABC Environmental Protection

No objections subject to planning conditions relating to noise, lighting and contamination.

Cumbria Highways

No objections subject to highway planning conditions and highway works secured by a 
section 278 Highways agreement.

Highways England (formerly Highways Agency)

19.2.19 Original comments 

Pre-application discussions took place between Highways England and the developer’s 



consultant in November 2018.  

The Transport Assessment does not include a Saturday peak time assessment of the A66 
Ramsey Brow junction. We had specifically requested this in our comments to the scoping 
note provided to us in November 2018.
In order for us to carry out a full review of the application and come to a view, we would 
request this assessment is undertaken and provided to us. 

Highways England formally recommends that this application is not determined until at least 
19 April 2019 to allow sufficient time for the assessment work detailed above to be provided 
to and reviewed by Highways England. Should this be carried out to the satisfaction of 
Highways England before this time then it could be determined sooner. I will inform you in 
writing if this is the case. 

16.4.19 Further Response 

No objections

Environment Agency

20.3.19 Comments received relate to revised Flood Risk Assessment 

Reviewed the Flood Risk Assessment (FRA), referenced Stadium for West Cumbria Flood 
Risk Assessment project number: 60586269, produced by AECOM, dated 07 March 2019 
submitted with the application. Satisfied that it demonstrates that the proposed 
development will not be at an unacceptable risk of flooding or exacerbate flood risk 
elsewhere. The proposed development must proceed in strict accordance with this FRA 
and the mitigation measures identified as it will form part of any subsequent planning 
approval. Any proposed changes to the approved FRA and / or the mitigation measures 
identified will require the submission of a revised FRA as part of an amended planning 
application.

The main revisions presented in Revision 03 of the FRA.

i. Historic Flood Risk- Section 3.4 on the subject of Historic Flood Risk now refers to 
information from the ‘2009 Cumbria Floods Technical Report’ and ‘The 2015 
Workington Including Barepot and Camerton Section 19 Flood Investigation Report’. 
The documents describe in detail recent historic flood events and this has informed 
the FRA response to addressing the impact of the development on flood risk.

ii. Climate Change – The FRA addressed the need to include a separate climate 
change section in the FRA, and in particular to test the data that was used to 
produce the hydraulic model (UKCP09 data) against updated climate change data 
on Sea Level Rise (UKCP18) which was released in November 2018, (prior to the 
planning application submission).

The FRA tests the current maximum modelled tidal flood level at the site (0.5% AEP event) 
inclusive of UKCP09 singular climate change allowance projected for the year 2115 used in 
the Environment Agency model, against the range of allowances provided by the updated 



Sea Level Rise data as part of the UKCP18 datasets available.

The FRA concludes that, based on a 60 year design life for the development, the calculated 
flood level at 2080 is 6.55m AOD, this is some 60mm lower than the level based on the 
original Environment Agency model levels (original levels based on 2115 time frame). With 
reference to the figures provided, the finished floor level provided for the more vulnerable 
aspects of the development is considered still appropriate in the FRA on the basis that the 
freeboard is maintained over the (60 year) design life of the scheme.
However, it is noted that, in the event that the design life of the scheme is extended, there 
will be less freeboard provided at some point between 2080 and 2090, although there will 
still be some freeboard in the 2100 scenario based on the latest climate change 
predictions.

Given the development has a 60 year lifetime, the findings are as expected, with UKCP09 
medium emissions 95th percentile extrapolated to 2115 being greater than the UKCP18 
95th percentile RCP8.5 for 2080. 
Therefore for the purpose of this development it is considered that due diligence has been 
applied in consideration of Sea Level Climate Change, based on current understanding and 
in the absence of detailed guidance which is still being developed.

No objection to revised Flood Risk Revision v03 dated 7 March 2019.

Workington Flood Action Group

The accumulated impact of the extended stadium, training pitch and landscaping in the 
immediate area must be given due consideration and the potential to increase flood risk not 
only to these sites but to the wider area that is already at risk from flooding. This principle is 
set out in the National Policy Framework. There would be no concerns in developing the 
existing site with the same footprint. Planning practice guidance through the Framework 
Local Planning Authorities also advise that inappropriate development be away from areas 
at a high risk of flooding.

The Aecom report appears to significantly underestimate the flood risk to the area 
surrounding the current stadium and, contrary to the report, the area to be developed is not 
a flood flow route, it is a valuable flood plain. Flood plains provide valuable storage during 
flood events. Historically a dog track was on the proposed extended area to be developed. 
The dog track was known to flood from high flows on the River Derwent, or high 
astronomical tides or a combination of both.

It is noted that the Aecom report flood mapping uses a mean high water spring tide. The 
use of this level should be queried with the Environment Agency. The Aecom mapping 
appears to omit mapping which shows a 1 in 200 year tidal surge – is this not standard 
mapping for developments in at risk areas? For the 100 year event comparing the baseline 
results with joint probability post‐development results, the development pushes flooding off 
the site. This does not appear to happen for the 200 year mapping and this would suggest 
an error and requires further investigation. 

Flooding is complex and modelling cannot and should not be fully relied on, it does have 
limitations and, in certain circumstances, it can greatly underestimate the impact a 



development can have. Local knowledge is invaluable in these circumstances. The 
displacement of water and reduction in flood plain needs to have counter measures in 
place.  There is no mention in the report how the loss of flood plain will be compensated 
for. In Cockermouth an existing building is undertaking resilience/resistance measures and 
they are providing compensatory storage. Why is there no proposed compensatory 
storage?

The LiDAR data is overlaid with the outline of the area to be developed and the current 
flood risk mapping. These show the scale of the potential loss of flood storage when 
compared with the proposed build up. It also clearly shows that the area is at risk of 
flooding greater than a 1 in 100 year. The Aecom report is misleading on the associated 
flood risk to not only the development but to the wider area.

A one in 100 year risk is actually probability so, in simple terms every year on average 
there is 3.33’ days that there is a risk of flooding. A 1 in 200 year flood risk, the post 
development estimation does not guarantee that this development will be safe and flood 
free for the lifetime of the development contrary to Aecom’s statement. Two 200‐year floods 
could occur two years in a row, or a month apart, depending on how much rain is falling on 
the catchment. 

The AOD level for Hall Park View area of Workington is between 6m AOD and 7m AOD 
(margin of tolerance plus or minus 0.125 m). The Aecom report produced for the 
Environment Agency estimates the Hall Park View area is at risk from flooding in a 1 in 20 
year event; this demonstrates an extremely high risk of flooding. Comparing the AOD levels 
with the above data, the outlined area is of a high risk and also does not correlate with the 
information in the Aecom flood report.

The displaced flood water will increase and cause somewhere else to flood and to greater 
extent. The flood resilience/resistance measures taken by property owners in the 
surrounding area could fail due to an increase in flood level/depth. Modelling and mapping 
do have limitations and on this level mapping is NOT always effective in highlighting the 
increased risk.

The Aecom report mentions potential risk from reservoir failure. The report does not specify 
which reservoir. Please, can you clarify which reservoir? The Barepot reservoir is in a state 
of disrepair and is not maintained. Aecom should be aware of this because they refer to the 
S.19 report produced by Cumbria County Council following the 2015 flood event. The s.19 
report includes photographs clearly showing that the retaining reservoir wall is not 
maintained and poses a credible risk to life and property. Aecom referred to this report 
when they produced reports and carried out river modelling on behalf of the Environment 
Agency for the Lower Derwent.

There is no sustainable drainage strategy for this site and no hierarchy can be followed due 
to the tidal levels.

There should be compensatory storage for the loss that the development will have. The 
development of this area could be linked to providing much needed funding for flood 
alleviation measures for the Hall Park View, Millfield and Barepot areas by way of a s.106 
agreement. An agreement to fund flood defences for the area and provide compensatory 
storage would negate any objection the group have to this proposal.



Sport England 

21.2.19 Original comments 

The site is considered to a constitute playing field, or land last used as playing field, as 
defined in The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015 (Statutory Instrument 2015 No. 595). Sport England is a statutory 
consultee and considered the application in light of the NPPF (Para. 97) and against its 
own playing fields policy. There is insufficient information to enable Sport England to 
adequately assess the proposal or to make a substantive response.
 
The following information is required:

1. The replacement natural turf pitch with a hybrid solution needs to meet Sport 
England Policy Exception E5. The applicant is advised to provide more detailed 
information than has been submitted at pre application stage and with this 
application. The applicant is advised to refer to the guidance contained within Sport 
England’s ‘Playing Fields Policy Guidance (March 2018)’ and in particular section 
6.5. The applicant is strongly advised to liaise with the Football Foundations (FF) 
Engagement Manager Daniel Green and Rugby Football League (RFL) Projects and 
Partnerships Manager John McMullen who are Sport England’s own consultees on 
all planning applications that affect playing fields.

2. Technical specifications of all sports facilities to meet RFL and FF and specifications. 
The technical specifications should include dimensions, materials and cross sections 
where appropriate. This is especially important for the proposed hybrid and artificial 
grass pitches as I need to know the dimensions, construction type, and materials will 
provide a pitch that meets any identified strategic need and intended sporting 
benefits.

3.  The Artificial Grass Pitch (AGP) will need to be rugby league compliant as the long 
term intention is to vacate Derwent Park and use the new stadia and AGP facilities 
to replace the rugby activity. The AGP will need to meet Sport England Policy 
Exception E4. The applicant is advised to refer to section 6.4 of Sport England’s 
‘Playing Fields Policy Guidance (March 2018)’. There is nothing in the submitted 
information that shows the AGP will be both rugby and football compliant.

4. Strategic need and sporting benefits of the new stadium and AGP, including existing 
club and community usage of the facilities and proposed club and community use of 
the new facilities. This should be done in consultation with the RFL and FF 
Managers cited in bullet point 1 of this email. I assume a Feasibility Study or similar 
must’ve taken place to help inform the decisions around the proposal and it is that 
information plus any other information the FF and RFL may have to support the 
proposal.

5. Continuity of use – I understand Derwent Park will be used to support both football 
and rugby use whilst the new stadium is being constructed. There is no information 



to show the two sports are able to coexist and meet their match and training fixtures 
or what the time period will be. I assume an analysis of the feasibility must have 
taken place even if the details are indicative at this stage. It is the initial feasibility 
that is required as the full details can be conditioned separately.

6. Details of who will manage and maintain the sports facilities and what agreements 
will be put in place to ensure community use. I would normally expect to see a 
Football/Rugby Development Plan put in place with a Community Use Agreement 
secured via condition. Sport England's Playing Fields Policy and Guidance 
document, which includes the type of information required in order for us to evaluate 
a planning application against our policy, can be viewed via the below link:

Sport England's interim position on this proposal is to submit a holding objection. However 
we will happily review our position following the receipt of all the further information 
requested above. Should the local planning authority be minded to grant planning 
permission for the proposal, contrary to Sport England's holding objection, then in 
accordance with The Town and Country Planning (Consultation) (England) Direction 2009, 
the application should be referred to the Secretary of State, via the National Planning 
Casework

Revised comments 9.4.19 

The strategic need information submitted confirms the principle of development is 
acceptable and all other conditions can be dealt with via condition. 

These conditions were agreed in principle during a meeting with the Council, RFL and 
Football Foundation on 22nd March 2019. 

There is a floodlit training pitch currently on the location of the extended car park. The car 
park will be ancillary to the use of the Artificial Grass Pitch and Stadium. It is considered 
that as the usage is minimal and any training can be accommodated on the Artificial Grass 
Pitch then the loss can be considered to comply with Sport England Policy Exception E5:

“The proposed development is for an indoor or outdoor facility for sport, the provision of 
which would be of sufficient benefit to the development of sport as to outweigh the 
detriment caused by the loss, or prejudice to the use, of the area of playing field.”

It should be noted at this stage that this proposal does not mitigate any subsequent loss of 
the rugby league pitch at Derwent Park to a non-sports development. As the Artificial Grass 
Pitch will be located on a disused playing field known as Lonsdale Park then it is 
considered no replacement of an equivalent or greater quantity and equivalent or better 
quality has taken place. Should a subsequent planning application be submitted for 
development at Derwent Park it will be considered on its own merits.

I confirm that subject to the conditions below being attached to any planning approval Sport 
England wish to withdraw the Holding Objection:

 Condition 1 - Phasing and Continuity of use

No development shall commence until a Scheme to ensure the continuity of use for 



existing pitch users at Borough Park during construction works has been submitted 
to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority, after consultation with 
Sport England. The Scheme must set out a Phasing Plan for the construction of the 
Artificial Grass Pitch and Stadium with details of the size, location, type and make-up 
of the temporary facilities together with arrangements for access, including any 
temporary changing room provision for the Artificial Grass Pitch. The scheme must 
include a timetable for the provision of the temporary facilities. The approved 
scheme shall be implemented and complied with in full throughout the carrying out of 
the development.
Reason: To protect playing fields/sports facilities from damage, loss or availability of 
use during the construction of the development and to accord with Allerdale Local 
Plan (Part 1) Policy S25 and paragraph 97 of the NPPF

 Condition 2 – Artificial Grass Pitch Technical Specification

Prior to commencement of the Artificial Grass Pitch the design and layout of Artificial 
Grass Pitch have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority, after consultation with Sport England. The design shall include:

a) Dimensions and layout
b) Cross sections of the sub layers including materials
c) Fencing
d) Sports lighting design and lighting assessment

The design and construction shall comply with the FIFA Quality Concept for Football 
Turf and Rugby League Community Standard. The Artificial Grass Pitch shall not be 
constructed other than in accordance with the approved details.

Reason: To ensure the development is fit for purpose and sustainable and to accord 
with Allerdale Local plan (Part 1) Policy S25 and paragraph 97 of the NPPF.

 Condition 3 - Artificial Grass Pitch Certification

Use of the Artificial Grass Pitch shall not commence until:

a) certification that the Artificial Grass Pitch hereby permitted has met FIFA 
Quality Concept for Football Turf; and

b) confirmation that the facility has been registered on the Football Association’s 
Register of Football Turf Pitches have been submitted to and approved in 
writing by the Local Planning Authority, after consultation with Sport England.

Reason: To ensure the development is fit for purpose and sustainable and to accord 
with Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1) Policy S25 and paragraph 97 of the NPPF.

Informative (artificial grass pitches for Steps 1 to 6 of the FA’s National League 
System) – The applicant is advised that pitches to be used for Step 1 and Step 2 
level football matches should be built in accordance with FIFA Quality Concept for 
Football Turf - FIFA Quality Pro and Steps 3 to 6 should be built in accordance with 
FIFA Quality as a minimum and tested annually as per league rules.



 Condition 4 - Stadium Technical Specification

No development of the Stadium shall commence until details of the design and 
layout of the Stadium have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority, after consultation with Sport England. The changing rooms 
contained within the Stadium shall comply with The Football Association and Rugby 
Football League Design standards. The Stadium shall not be constructed other than 
in accordance with the approved details.

Reason: To ensure the development is fit for purpose and sustainable and to accord 
with Allerdale Local plan (Part 1) Policy S25 and paragraph 97 of the NPPF.

 Condition 5 - Hybrid Stadium Pitch Tech Specification
Prior to the laying of the Hybrid Stadium Pitch the design and layout of the Hybrid 
Stadium Pitch have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority, after consultation with Sport England. The design shall include:

a) Dimensions and layout 
b) Cross sections of the sub layers including materials

The Hybrid Stadium Pitch shall not be constructed other than in accordance with the 
approved details.

Reason: To ensure the development is fit for purpose and sustainable and to accord 
with Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1) Policy S25 and paragraph 97 of the NPPF. 

 Condition 6 - Management and Maintenance Scheme

Before the Stadium and Artificial Grass Pitch are brought into use, a Management 
and Maintenance Scheme for the facilities including management responsibilities, a 
maintenance schedule and a mechanism for review shall be submitted to and 
approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority after consultation with Sport 
England. The Scheme shall include measures to replace the Artificial Grass Pitch 
carpet and Hybrid Stadium Pitch, where necessary and within the Contractors 
recommended lifespan. The measures set out in the approved Scheme shall be 
complied with in full, with effect from commencement of use of the Stadium and 
Artificial Grass Pitch.

Reason: To ensure that a new facilities are capable of being managed and 
maintained to deliver facilities which are fit for purpose, sustainable and to ensure 
sufficient benefit of the development to sport and to accord with Allerdale Local Plan 
(Part 1) Policy S25 Development Plan Policy and paragraph 97 of the NPPF.

Should conditions 1-6 required above not be imposed on any planning consent, Sport 
England would consider the proposal to not meet Exception 5 of our Playing Fields Policy, 
and we would therefore object to this application.

Should the local planning authority be minded to approve this application against the 
recommendation of Sport England; then in accordance with The Town and Country 



Planning (Consultation) (England) Direction 2009 the application should be referred to the 
Secretary of State via the National Planning Casework Unit.

Cumbria Wildlife Trust

No representations received to date.

Cumbria Constabulary (Police) 

The purpose of the canopy in protecting users of the building from adverse weather 
conditions is recognised - the design should not afford opportunities for climbing and 
concealment in the course of criminal activity. Inclusion of CCTV is welcome, but it is not a 
universal solution to security problems. It can help deter vandalism or burglary and assist 
with the identification of offenders once a crime has been committed, but unless it is 
monitored continuously and appropriately recorded, CCTV will be of limited value in relation 
to the personal security of staff and visitors. The provision and effective use of CCTV fits 
well within the overall framework of security management and is most effective when it 
forms part of an overall security plan.

The use of bollard lights may be useful for way finding, but fail to properly model the facial 
features of pedestrians and are vulnerable to vandalism and vehicle collision. Therefore, 
their use for security purposes is discouraged.

Footpaths to the river edge may well be part of Allerdale Borough Council’s wider 
masterplan of opening the permeability to the water’s edge, however, in this particular case 
the experience of my Police colleagues and the apparent need for palisade fencing around 
the bridge support lead me to the conclusion that this particular section of proposed 
footpath is not recommended.

I would like to draw attention to drawing ref. 60586269‐ACM‐00‐00‐DR‐ZZ‐020001.pdf 
which appears to denote a much heavier representation of trees around the north east 
section of the proposed stadium that are not represented on the landscape plan. These 
trees would seriously diminish any natural surveillance of this section of the stadium with 
the consequence that the lighting would encourage rather than discourage criminal activity. 
I trust that the landscape plan is the definitive version.

Cumbria County Fire Authority 

No representations received to date.

Cumbria County Council Social Services 

No representations received to date



Cumbria County Council (CCC) Archaeology 

It is unlikely that the construction of the proposed development will disturb buried 
archaeological assets, but the submitted archaeological desk based assessment does raise 
a valid point that the existing Borough Park is an undesignated heritage asset of local 
interest. Workington AFC moved to the newly opened Borough Park in 1937 and have 
played there ever since. A number of distinguished managers and players have been at the 
club during this time including Bill Shankly and Keith Burkinshaw. The ground therefore has 
local historical value, through a connection with notable people, and also local communal 
value, through people identifying with it and having some emotional links. I therefore 
recommend that, in the event planning consent is granted, Borough Park is 
photographically recorded for posterity prior to demolition. This recording should be in 
accordance with a Level 1 Survey as described by Historic England’s document 
Understanding Historic Buildings A Guide to Good Recording Practice, 2016. A planning 
condition is advised.

Cumbria County Council Planning  

The application site is not within or immediately adjacent to any Minerals Safeguarding 
Area according to our records. Cumbria County Council therefore has no comment to make 
on this application as Minerals and Waste planning authority.

Coal Authority 

No objections but planning condition required. The application site falls within the defined 
Development High Risk Area; therefore, within the application site and surrounding area, 
there are coal mining features and hazards which need to be considered in relation to the 
determination of this planning application. The Coal Authority records indicate that the site 
is likely to have been subject to historic unrecorded underground coal mining at shallow 
depth.

The applicant has obtained appropriate and up-to-date coal mining information for the
proposed development site, which has been used to inform the Phase 1: Desk Top Study
Report (Preliminary Environmental Risk Assessment (13 September 2017, prepared by
GEO Environmental Engineering Ltd), which accompanies the planning application.

Based on a review of the existing geological and mining information and on the basis that
Section 3.1.5 of the Report confirms the risks posed by potential unrecorded shallow coal
mine workings, the Report concludes that drilling will be required to be undertaken prior to 
the commencement of development to confirm ground conditions and to identify any 
necessary remedial measures.

A pre-commencement condition is required in this instance. The undertaking of intrusive 
site investigations, prior to the commencement of development, is considered to be 
necessary to ensure that adequate information pertaining to ground conditions and coal 
mining legacy is available to enable appropriate remedial and mitigation measures to be 
identified and carried out before building works commence on site. This is in order to 
ensure the safety and stability of the development, in accordance with paragraphs 178 and 



179 of the National Planning Policy Framework.

The Coal Authority concurs with the recommendations of the Phase 1: Desk Top Study
Report (Preliminary Environmental Risk Assessment (13 September 2017, prepared by
GEO Environmental Engineering Ltd); that coal mining legacy potentially poses a risk to
the proposed development and that intrusive site investigation works should be undertaken 
prior to development in order to establish the exact situation regarding coal mining legacy 
issues on the site.

The Coal Authority recommends that the LPA impose a Planning Condition should planning 
permission be granted for the proposed development requiring these site investigation 
works prior to commencement of development. In the event that the site investigations 
confirm the need for remedial works to treat any areas of shallow mining, the condition 
should ensure that the remedial works identified by the site investigation to consolidate any 
shallow mine workings are undertaken prior to commencement of the development.

A condition should, therefore, require, prior to the commencement of development:

 The undertaking of an appropriate scheme of intrusive site investigations for the 
shallow coal workings;

 The submission of a report of findings arising from the intrusive site investigations, 
including the results of any gas monitoring undertaken;

 The submission of a scheme of remedial works for the shallow coal workings for 
approval;

 The implementation of those remedial works.

The Coal Authority considers that the content and conclusions of the Phase 1: Desk Top
Study Report (Preliminary Environmental Risk Assessment (13 September 2017, prepared
by GEO Environmental Engineering Ltd) are sufficient for the purposes of the planning 
system and meet the requirements of the NPPF in demonstrating that the application site 
is, or can be made, safe and stable for the proposed development. The Coal Authority 
therefore has no objection to the proposed development subject to the imposition of a 
condition or conditions to secure the above.

Health and Safety Executive 

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is a statutory consultee for certain developments 
within the Consultation Distance of Major Hazard Sites/ pipelines. This consultation, which 
is for such a development and also within at least one Consultation Distance, has been 
considered using HSE’s Land Use Planning Methodology. Consequently, HSE does not 
advise, on safety grounds, against the granting of planning permission in this case.

The application has been publicised on site by site notice, within the local press and 
adjoining properties have been notified.

1 letter of objection has been received that sets out:



This a vanity project by the Labour councillors of Workington. It will be not benefit the wider 
community of Allerdale who do not see Workington as a hub. 350 football or rugby 
spectators will look lost in an 8,000 seater stadium. How will the two clubs make it pay on 
those spectator levels? What about supporting the other sports and pastimes in the Whole 
of Allerdale.

Duties 

The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017

The Screening Opinion dated 19 December 2018, states that under Regulation 2, the 
stadium falls within the category of a Schedule 2 development. A review of the proposal 
against the prescribed indicative thresholds and key issues for consideration reveals that 
the proposal is not EIA development. A copy of the Screening Opinion has been placed on 
the Public Register.

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

Section 66 requires that when considering whether to grant planning permission for 
development which affects a listed building or its setting, the local planning authority shall 
have special regard to the desirability of preserving the building or its setting or any 
features of special architectural or historic interest which it possesses. 

Section 72 requires that special attention shall be paid to the desirability of preserving or 
enhancing the character or appearance of a designated Conservation Area.   

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017

The development is within the Impact Risk Zone (IRZ) of the River Derwent & 
Bassenthwaite Lake Special Area of Conservation (England) (SAC)5.

The need for an assessment of impacts on European sites – which include Special Areas 
of Conservation – is set out within Article 6 of Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 
on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (commonly known as 
‘the Habitats Directive’), and transposed into UK law by the Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017 (‘the Habitats Regulations’). 

The ultimate aim of the Habitats Directive is to “maintain or restore, at favourable 
conservation status, natural habitats and species of wild fauna and flora of Community 
interest” (Article 2(2)). This aim relates to habitats and species, not the European sites 
themselves, although the European sites have a significant role in delivering favourable 
conservation status. The Habitats Directive applies the precautionary principle to European 
sites. Consent should only be granted for plans and projects once the relevant Competent 
Authority has ascertained that there will either be no likelihood of significant effects, or no 
adverse effect on the integrity of the European site(s) in question. Where an Appropriate 
Assessment has been carried out and concludes that there will be a negative effect, or if 

5 UK00300032



uncertainty remains over the significance of the effect, consent will only be granted if there 
are no alternative solutions and there are Imperative Reasons of Over-riding Public Interest 
(IROPI) for the development and compensatory measures have been secured.

To ascertain whether or not site integrity will be affected, an Appropriate Assessment 
should be undertaken of the plan or project in question. The Competent Authority is entitled 
to request the applicant to produce such information as they may reasonably require for the 
purposes of the Assessment, or to enable it to determine whether an Appropriate 
Assessment is required. In this case Allerdale BC is the competent authority.

Development Plan Policies

Allerdale Local Plan 1999 

Saved Development Limit. Site falls completely within the Limit.

Allerdale Local Plan Part 1 2014 

The Site is subject to three allocations under the Saved Policies (1999; 2006) that comprise 
part of the Adopted Local Plan (Part 1) (2014): 

- Saved WKEN1 (1999) – Development in the Lower Derwent Valley (The Cloffocks); 
- Saved WKL1(a) (2006 amendments) – Workington leisure: Lonsdale Park – “The 

Cloffocks”; and 
- Saved WKRG3 (amended 2006) – Retail allocation: land adjacent to Brow Top Car 

Park.

All three of these saved allocations are due to be replaced / deleted following the adoption 
of the Allerdale Local Plan (Part 2) ALPP2 submitted to the Secretary of State January 
2019 for examination.

The following policies are considered relevant 

    S1 Presumption in favour of sustainable development
    S2 Sustainable development principles
    S3 Spatial strategy and growth
    S4 Design principles;
    S5 Development principles;
    S6a Workington Area Policy
    S12 Land and premises
    S13 Energy Coast Innovation Zone
    S16 Town Centres and Retail
    S17 Tourism, coastal and countryside recreation;
    S21 Developer contributions;
    S22 Transport principles;
    S24 Green Infrastructure
    S25 Sports, Leisure and Open space;
    S26 Community and Rural Services



    S27 Heritage Assets
    S29 Flood Risk and Surface Water Drainage
    S30 Reuse of Land
    S32 Safeguarding amenity
    S33 Landscape
    S35 Protecting and Enhancing Biodiversity and Geodiversity;
    S36 Air, Water and Soil Quality;
    DM8 Protecting Town Centre Vitality and Viability
    DM10 Improvements to the public realm
    DM12 Sustainable construction
    DM14 Standards of good design
    DM16 Sequential Test for Previously Developed Land
    DM17 Trees, Hedgerows and Woodland
 
Cumbria County Council’s Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2015-2030 (Adopted 2017) 

This document sets out the vision and strategy for waste management and minerals 
development within Cumbria. The plan identifies where waste and minerals development 
should be located, based upon viable sites, and as such, the County Council will be a 
statutory consultee for this application

Other material considerations

National Planning Policy Framework 2019

2. Achieving sustainable development 
4. Decision-making
6. Building a strong, competitive economy
7. Ensuring the vitality of town centres
8. Promoting healthy and safe communities
9. Supporting sustainable transport
10. Supporting high quality communications
11. Making effective use of land
12. Achieving well designed places
14. Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change
15. Conserving and enhancing the natural environment
16. Conserving and enhancing the historic environment.

Glossary – Main town centre uses: Retail development (including warehouse clubs and 
factory outlet centres); leisure, entertainment and more intensive sport and recreation uses 
(including cinemas, restaurants, drive-through restaurants, bars and pubs, nightclubs, 
casinos, health and fitness centres, indoor bowling centres and bingo halls); offices; and 
arts, culture and tourism development (including theatres, museums, galleries and concert 
halls, hotels and conference facilities).

The NPPF is supported by the National Planning Policy Guidance (NPPG).



Allerdale Local Plan Part 2 (2019)

The ALPP2 policies are as follows:

Draft SA2 Settlement boundaries;
Draft SA49 Lower Derwent Valley;
Draft SA51 Amenity green space; and
Draft SA52 Green infrastructure networks

Allerdale Council Plan 

The Allerdale Council Plan is not a planning document and not afforded great weight in 
decisions but is of note. It Includes the Council’s own bespoke objectives including:
Economic opportunity and growth; Stronger and healthier communities and a Quality place 
to live. The proposal has significant synergies with these objectives.

Britain’s Energy Coast: a Masterplan for West Cumbria 2007

A key objective of the ALP Part1 is to facilitate Allerdale’s economic strategy to successfully 
grow and diversify the Borough’s economy. ‘Britain’s Energy Coast: A Masterplan for West 
Cumbria’ aims to provide a focused strategy for both public and private sector to build on 
the area’s existing expertise in the nuclear industry and deliver the national priorities of 
tackling climate change and securing the nation’s energy supply, while also transforming 
and diversifying the West Cumbria economy.

The West Cumbria Economic Blueprint (2012)

This sets out Britain’s Energy Coast’s vision for the development over the next 15 years. At 
the centre is the Energy Coast Innovation Zone (IZone), which provides a focus for growth 
and investment along the coast of West Cumbria.

ALPP1 Adopted Policy S13 sets out the Council will work with partners to maximise the 
economic opportunities identified in the West Cumbria Economic Blueprint by supporting 
the Energy Coast Innovation Zone through:
a) Allocating land in line with the aims and objectives
b) Prioritising important land for investment and maintaining a portfolio of high quality sites:
c) Supporting tourist development of Allerdale’s harbours;
d) Playing a role in delivering supporting infrastructure, such as road and other transport 
upgrades, port of Workington, energy, broadband and community infrastructure as well as 
an appropriate stock of housing;
e) Supporting development that contributes towards improving education, training and 
skills;
f) Supporting other key objectives in the implementation plan.

Allerdale Borough Council’s Playing Pitch Strategy and Action Plan (2014)

The Allerdale Playing Pitch Strategy and Open space assessment Report (2015) 

Allerdale Borough Council’s Workspace and Employment Land Study (2016)



Cumbria County Council’s Development Design Guide (2017)

Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy and Guidance (2018)

Town Centre Health Check Appraisal 2015 Retail Study

Policy Weighting 

Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires that, if regard is 
to be had to the development plan for the purpose of any determination to be made under 
the planning Acts, the determination must be made in accordance with the plan unless 
material considerations indicate otherwise. This means that the Allerdale Local Plan 1999 
saved settlement limits and the Allerdale Borough Local Plan (Part 1) 2014 policies have 
primacy.

A material consideration is the provisions of the revised NPPF 2019. Paragraph 213 of the 
NPPF advises that the weight afforded to development plan policies can vary according to 
their degree of consistency with the framework (the closer the policies in the plan to the 
policies in the Framework, the greater the weight that may be given).

The Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1) policies pre-date the revised NPPF and therefore full 
weight can only be afforded to those policies that are considered consistent with the 
revised NPPF. The majority of policies are considered to remain consistent. However, 
having regard to a further material consideration – the appeal decision for land at Great 
Broughton6 - it is considered that policies S3 and S5 of the Allerdale Borough Local Plan 
(Part 1) 2014 are out of date and can no longer carry full weight insofar as they relate to the 
application of the existing settlement limits which date from the 1999 Plan. 

Whilst policies S3 and S5 are out of date in relation to the settlement limits, they are not 
considered to be out of date in all respects.  Nor does it mean that other Local Plan Part 1 
policies are out of date and should not be afforded substantial or full weight where they are 
consistent with the provisions of the NPPF 2019. In this instance, it is assessed that the 
settlement hierarchy within ALPP1 Adopted Policy S3 (Workington being the Principle 
Centre for Allerdale) can be afforded substantial weight given its consistency with the 
sustainability principles of the NPPF as can the criteria a) to f) of ALPP1 Adopted Policy S5. 

Employment sites and allocations dating from the 1999 Plan have been saved by virtue of 
ALP Part 1 adopted Policy S12. Whilst these are pending review through the site 
allocations process under part 2, they are still considered to accord with the NPPF2019, 
which supports sustainable economic development. This approach to employment sites 
and allocations has been supported by the Planning Inspectorate through a recent appeal 
decision at Solway Industrial Estate, Maryport.7  

Other polices within Part 1 of the Local Plan relevant to the determination of this application 
maintain their full weight relating to various planning matters to be addressed within this 
report.

6 PINs ref APP/G0908/W/17/3183948
7 PINS ref 3187370



The NPPF 2019 Paragraph 48 advises that weight can be afforded to emerging plans, and 
that weight dependent on the stage of preparation, the extent of unresolved objections and 
consistency with the provisions of the Framework. Policies SA51 and SA52 of the ALP Part 
2 Submission Draft are most relevant to the proposal and the ALP Part 2 Submission Draft 
(January 2019) will be heard at examination later this year. Having considered these 
relevant policies against the criteria, policy SA51 is considered to carry significant weight, 
SA52 moderate weight, and SA2 Settlement boundaries and SA49 Lower Derwent Valley, 
low weight. SA2 and SA49’s low weight is due to the extent of unresolved objections to 
these policies. Policy SA49 weight is specifically tempered due to the following:-

 Developer (AIP) objection.
 Environment Agency objection (based on sequential area of search)

Assessment 

Why the need for change

Workington is the home of two major sporting teams: Workington Association Football Club 
‘Workington Reds) and Workington Town Rugby League Football Club. The longevity of the 
clubs’ presence in Workington, combined with their historic achievements, has ensured that 
they are long-standing pillars of Workington’s local community, with a core of regular 
supporters and a rich history in the town. 

There are currently c.25 matches per year played by the first team at Borough Park, with an 
average attendance currently around 320 spectators. These matches are either on a
Saturday, with kick-off normally at 3pm, or occasionally on a weekday evening, with kick off 
between 7pm and 8pm. The main season extends from August through to the following 
May.

The rugby league stadium, Derwent Park, currently has an average attendance of 500
spectators. Rugby league matches are typically on a Sunday, with a 3pm kick-off, and take 
place in the summer months. In a season there would generally be 15 matches at the 
stadium.

With the dates and time of the year each sport is played, the two stadiums are rarely, if
ever, hosting games at the same time. In addition to sports matches the Derwent Park 
stadium is occasionally used for special events, around 10 times a year, which are normally 
weekday evening or weekend events. Until October 2018 the stadium also hosted the 
Workington Comets Speedway team. The maximum capacity of the stadium is stated as 
10,000 spectators. It previously hosted a Rugby World Cup match with an attendance close 
to 8,000 spectators.

Both the Borough Park and Derwent Park are now visibly showing the impact of time, 
costing substantial amounts of money, and the time of club volunteers, to maintain the 
existing facilities to their current standard. Derwent Park dates from the late 1940s and 
Borough Park from the late 1930s. Neither ground features more than one stand with the 
remaining side and ends being terraces with no under croft facilities. 



Borough Park lacks the original covered main stand, the covered seating above the 
changing rooms and limited surviving facilities being lost in the 1980s. The northern terrace 
is uncovered and supporting posts, where roofs exist, restrict views. Accessibility to many 
parts of the ground by disabled supporters is restricted. Facilities to provide revenue 
streams outside of match times are lacking and, therefore, the site remains unused for the 
majority of each week. It is noted that the Council own the freehold.

Derwent Park is constrained by its poor access, over a narrow bridge across the Mill 
Stream (Soapery Beck). It was also designed for oval track sports (speedway and 
greyhound racing) as well as the rugby league. As a result, the open terraces at either end 
are a less than optimal distance from the pitch. Disabled access is, again, poor as are 
toilets facilities (female supports in the main stand having to use toilets on the southern 
terrace). There are few facilities providing the potential for non-matchday income. Again, 
the Council owns the freehold. 

Neither ground meets the Grade A8 requirements (the ability to host association football 
National League (tier 5) matches and above).

Due to the lack of non-matchday use and the condition of the grounds they are, in effect, 
liabilities rather than assets to the Council and the community. 

With the two teams facing increasing costs and the stadiums coming ever closer to a non-
regulatory compliant condition, the Council had to and did begin examining options which 
could provide a home for the two clubs whilst being a wider, diversified community facility 
and significant uplift in revenue i.e a economic, social and environmentally sustainable 
solution that accords with policy S1 of the Local Plan and the NPPF 2019. 

Borough Park was naturally the focus for redevelopment as the Council owns adjoining 
land, there is a significantly better existing vehicular access arrangements with the site 
served by a spur from the A597 roundabout and prominent frontage attractive to potential 
investors and occupiers. Much of the site also is previously developed land according with 
the priorities of policy S30 and DM16 of the Local Plan Part 1 as well as being within the 
envelope of Workington’s urban area which is the focus for the Borough’s major new 
development (policies S3 and S5 being applicable where they retain full weight). 

Benefits 

The new stadium will have a capacity of 8,000 of which there will be 2,500 seats. This is a 
significant increase in the number of seats and meets the expectations for modern stadia 
hosting football and rugby teams at a national level. 

To meet Grade A requirements (the ability to host National League (tier 5) matches and 
above) the stadium must have a minimum capacity of 4,000 spectators, including the 
seated spectators, as certified by the local authority or calculated by a competent person, in 
accordance with the “Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds”, (Green Guide) current edition at 
the time of inspection, with the potential to achieve a capacity of 5,000 in the future.9
The new stadium fulfils this brief and would provide future proofing and long terms 

8 National Ground Grading – Category A – incorporating  July 2018 amendments.
9 Para 1.3 National Ground Grading – Category A – incorporating  July 2018 amendments.



sustainability in terms of spectator provision with the choice between covered seating and 
standing, covered disabled spectator viewing platforms, non-discriminatory access for all, 
toilet and welfare facilities for all, unrestricted viewing of the pitch and under croft matchday 
facilities.

Furthermore, in accordance with adopted policy S25 - Sports, Leisure and Open space – 
the development provides a 3G pitch and a more robust, partially artificial, main stadium 
pitch permitting significant increases in community sports use in comparison with the 
existing grass Borough Park pitch and the sub-standard grass pitch near to the leisure 
centre. 

The all-weather multi-use training pitch is proposed on land immediately east of the stadium 
and this will be used for the professional sports teams and will be available for hire by the 
community as an income generator. The standard of the proposed sports facilities and its 
management shall meet the requirements of Sport England to be secured by planning 
condition.

Policy S25 seeks to maintain, enhance and protect the provision of formal and informal 
sports and recreation facilities and public open space throughout the Plan Area. The 
deficiency of the existing stadium has been identified, and it is considered the new indoor 
sports and leisure facilities will be located in the most sustainable location in accordance 
with the sequential consideration of alternative sites when addressing the aggregation of 
other uses proposed.

In addition to the sports pitches and associated facilities, there will be improved access to 
the riverside via pathways and there will be areas of public realm. This provides a leisure 
destination for the community and visitors. 

The open space and recreation facilities supports the health and well-being of communities, 
promoting communities have access to high-quality open spaces and opportunities for 
sport and physical activity in accordance with NPPF 2019 paragraphs 96 and 97.

The aggregated land uses comprise of the stadium sporting facilities, associated corporate/ 
function facilities, the NHS community hub and office space. With regard to the aggregation 
of various uses, this is accepted due to the need for the stadium complex to be 
economically efficient and to make best use of this landmark structure so that it provides an 
efficient community hub, that is used all year round by all members of the community.

This is significant benefit that should be afforded substantial weight in the overall planning 
balance. Without such facilities the development is economically unsustainable and would 
not accord with the sustainability principles of adopted policy S2. Specifically, examining 
the bullet-point criteria of S2, the proposal, with the supporting facilities and the other uses 
within the same stadium:-

 Promotes Workington’s role as West Cumbria’s principal leisure destination. In this 
regard, the qualities of the proposal compare very favourably not only with the 
existing Derwent Park and Borough Park offer but also existing and proposed leisure 
offers in Maryport, Cockermouth, Keswick, Whitehaven and Egremont. 

 Supports the delivery of a key project, in doing so supporting the continued 
regeneration of the Lower Derwent Valley. Examining the submitted documents and 



verifying against Homes England’s Employment Densities10, the proposal is 
estimated to provide employment as follows:-

i. 3,022m2 GIA equates to 2418m2 which provides 186 FTE (full time 
equivalent) jobs at a density of 1 job per 13m2 NIA office space (Use Class 
B1a).

ii. 2,817m2 community (NHS) facility (Use Class D1) and café (Use Class A3) 
provides 50 FTE jobs.

iii. Stadium provides 54 FTE jobs.
iv. Construction phase c300 FTE jobs (albeit temporary during the construction 

period)

 Provides a socially sustainable, well-designed, safe and accessible facility. 
 Promotes health, well-being and active lifestyles.
 Supports the sustainability of communities by supporting a shared provision of 

services, employment opportunities, physical and social infrastructure and transport 
options. It is recognised by the Local Plan that linked leisure, community and 
employment facilities are of substantial benefit to the overall well-being and 
functioning of the community – 

i. there is direct employment provision; 
ii. Enhanced workplace for employees;
iii. Access to leisure facilities for participation and spectator enjoyment with 

consequent enhanced physical and mental wellbeing and consequent 
productivity;

iv. Reduced car borne trips through the juxtaposition of leisure, employment and 
town centre facilities with consequent less pollution, congestion and 
aggravation space.

 Ensures physical and social infrastructure is fit for purpose and supports 
improvements to ensure sufficient capacity for planned development. This is for the 
reasoning already explained in point iii. above. Sport and leisure facilities fit for the 
twenty-first century are necessary to support wider economic growth. a major role in 
urban regeneration and the transition from an old industrial economy to a modern 
knowledge and skills-based economy, with all the implications of this for the creation 
of new enterprise, employment generation and social and environmental benefits.11  

 Minimises the need to travel, promotes mixed use developments and increases the 
opportunities to make journeys by foot cycle or public transport. This sustainability 
benefit is explained in more detail later in this report but, at this juncture it is noted 
that the proposal combines D1, D2, A3 and B1(a) uses on a main public transport 
artery close to the town centre. 

It is recognised that a proportion of these jobs are relocated from within the town but it is 
certainly envisaged that the B1(a) will be inward investment to, not only the town, but the 
Borough.

The provision of a new primary health care facility will offer access to modern facilities. 

10HCA  Employment Density Guide – 3rd Edition November 2015 
11 Study on the Contribution of Sport to Regional Development through the Structural Funds (EC 2016)



Located within the southern stand of the stadium, the new facility would provide community 
health support, in the core of the town’s Lower Derwent Valley and will support a 
continuation of the area’s regeneration. The proposals align with the Development Plan. 
The NHS community hub supports the proposal as a community destination, provides an 
income stream and a community hub resource for the benefit of the whole community. Part 
1 Policy S26 - Community and Rural Services - sets out proposals for neighbourhood 
community facilities will be supported where it can be demonstrated that the service will 
enhance the sustainability of the community and conserve and enhance the heritage, 
character and local distinctiveness of the area. This is most relevant to the sports and 
healthcare elements of the proposal.

Site Selection and main town centre sequential tests

It has already been evidenced in this report that:-

 There is an extant use of much of the site as a sports ground. 
 The site is within the main envelope of the Borough’s principal settlement as defined 

by the Local Plan. 
 Much of the site is previously developed.

Nevertheless, it is acknowledged that the office element is a primary use of the proposal 
and is a Main Town Centre Use as defined by the NPPF. As such it is subject to the 
sequential test set out in policy S16 of the Local Plan and the NPPF. S16 states that Main 
Town Centre Uses will be expected to be located in centres.
Since the publication of the policy the NPPF has been updated twice. Importantly, the 
NPPF does not require disaggregation to be considered when assessing whether a 
proposal can be located in a centre; in other words, there is no expectation for a 
development to be separated into its constituent parts to “fit” within identified town centre or 
edge of centre locations. It does say that there should be scope for flexibility in the format 
and/or scale of the proposal.
These provisions of the NPPF are considered to be a material consideration afforded 
significant weight in the undertaking of the sequential assessment. 

The July 2018 revision of the NPPF, retained in the latest February 2019 version, has also 
introduced a requirement to not only identify sequentially preferable sites currently 
available, but also those expected to become available within a reasonable period.

In this context, officers accept the following principles which affect the site size and uses:-

 The site needs to be of an area to accommodate a football/rugby league pitch to 
meet the standards for the two clubs’ needs.

 The pitch needs to be surrounded by spectator viewing areas with a capacity, 
facilities and accessibility as already identified in this report e.g 2,500 seats, disabled 
spectators’ viewing platforms etc. 

 The office and community uses are necessary to make the development 
economically and socially sustainable as already detailed in this report e.g viable 
and offer non-matchday community use etc. 

As such the site needs to be at least 2.5ha.



There are only two town centre12 sites either available or expected to become available in a 
reasonable period that covers the likely development timescales (first use 2020-2021). 
These are:-

 Central car park.
 British Legion 

Neither are of a scale that could accommodate the use. There are also no edge of centre 
sites available or expected to become available in a reasonable period. The site is 
considered to be the nearest to the town centre that is available and can accommodate the 
development, even with some flexibility of stand size to reduce the capacity to the minimum 
required (4,000 capacity for association football National League). 
 
Nevertheless, for robustness the area of search was widened to all of Workington given 
the, albeit separate, requirements to prioritise development sites in an area at minimal 
probability of flooding. 

Considerations of land availability, access to public transport, existing infrastructure and 
ability to enhance infrastructure, proximity to Workington, environmental constraints and 
projected costs, and overall economic impact were addressed. In response to these 
considerations, 4 other sites in the Workington locality were assessed. The sites were 
sequentially considered with regard to proximity to the town centre, transport hubs, 
pedestrian accessibility and with regard to flooding and Flood Zones.

The alternative sits sites included Land at Oldside, land formerly occupied by the Moorclose 
Sports Centre, land at Mossbay Solway Road and Derwent Park. The findings of these 
assessments are addressed below.

 Land at Oldside - Located to the north of the River Derwent, west of the railway line, 
and is currently used by Workington Comets as a training ground. The site benefits 
from a footprint which lends itself to developing a stadium of sufficient capacity; 
however, the site is constrained due to its location. The largest constraint on the site 
is that it is located within a Health and Safety Executive (‘HSE’) PADHI+ Zone 
Hazardous Installations) which significantly restricts the opportunity for 
development, in this case due to its proximity to gas pipelines. 
The site’s location north of the River Derwent, isolates it from Workington Town 
Centre and residential areas, instead being situated within an area of industrial land 
comprising land uses of low prestige. This creates an unattractive environment for 
visitors and constrains site access. The site’s poor accessibility limits the site being 
recommend for pedestrians to access on foot, due to the lack of appropriate 
neighbouring uses and infrastructure. It would require the completion of a new 
bridge over the River Derwent, as well as major infrastructure extensions to reroute 
existing public transport services.st the existing roads would also struggle to support 
the increased traffic flow.

 Land at Moorclose Sports centre – A size of site that could support the stadium 
design; however, it is noted that the surrounding area is characterised by its largely 

12 As defined in the Local Plan Part 1 (and retained in the Local Plan Part 2) 



residential nature which, in turn, reduces the accessibility of the site due to 
residential amenity and the existing infrastructure. The site is isolated from the 
centre of Workington and as such, not suitable as a hub for the two sports teams 
and wider community uses proposed.

 Land at Mossbay Solway Road - Whilst accessible, due to the size of the site, it 
would only be able to accommodate the required capacity in conjunction with the 
land at Ellis Sports Ground; however, this ground is already in active use by 
Workington Rugby Football Club (Workington’s Rugby Union team) and is therefore 
deemed unavailable. The site is located next to Jane Pit, a 19th century listed coal 
mine which lies on the edge of the existing Sports Ground. The mine development 
includes both a Grade II Listed Chimney (Historic England ID 1138109) and 
Chimney Pit Engine House (Historic England ID 1144482) which are prominent 
features in the views across the site. The low density, low rise dwellings on 
Mossbay Road and the land to the east of the site, mean the proposal is highly likely 
to negatively impact on the established residential amenity, as well as the historic 
open views of the former coal mine.

 Land at Derwent Park - Located between the River Derwent and Workington Town 
Centre, situated within Flood Zone 1; however, it is surrounded by areas of Flood 
Zone 3. The site benefits from high levels of public transport accessibility and is 
within walking distance of the town centre. Owned by the Council, the site could 
reasonably be developed, as agreed with the council at the pre-application stage, 
and at the initial stages appears to offer a potentially viable alternative. 
Nevertheless, the site is highly constrained. The south western corner of the site 
would require a large amount of enabling works to create an accessible, widened 
entranceway for both vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians. Being an existing narrow 
entrance on a sharp bend of a road, altering this access would be complex and 
costly. In addition, the site lacks proximity to available car parking and it would not 
be possible to accommodate a sufficient amount of car parking on site. A significant 
constraint of the site is that its north west corner lies within a HSE PADHI Zone 
(Health and Safety Executive’s Planning Advice for Developments near Hazardous 
Installations), restricting and constraining development within the site.

Following a review of the four potential sites listed above, it is considered that the proposed 
site is the most favourable option.

The Site is allocated in both Saved and Emerging policies of the Development Plan for its 
redevelopment to provide a sports stadium and ancillary town centre uses, directly 
supporting the principle of this application (Saved WKEN1; WKL1(a); and Draft SA49). As 
stated earlier, policy SA49 has only been submitted for examination and is subject to 
objections due to the number of unresolved objections but the saved allocations still are 
afforded substantial weight as is area policy S6a in the Part 1 Plan. 

The site is within the ‘Lower Derwent Valley’, an area identified for redevelopment focused 
on a mixed-use of leisure and employment facilities, particularly where these improve 
Workington’s sports and leisure facilities. The scheme will therefore support the Lower 
Derwent Valley regeneration, following the provision of the new Workington Leisure Centre 
and the approval of a planning application for a new hotel and restaurant at an adjacent 
site. 



Supporting the Development Plan and West Cumbria Economic Blueprint, the mixed use 
proposal seeks to increase the economic offering through the integration of revenue-
generating uses; providing not only income generating office and conference facilities, but 
also income from tourism through the hosting of events at this edge of town centre location. 

Part 1 policy S13 - Energy Coast Innovation Zone - addresses that the Council will work 
with partners to maximise the economic opportunities identified in the West Cumbria 
Economic Blueprint by supporting the Energy Coast Innovation Zone through allocating 
land in line with its aims and objectives, prioritising important land for investment and 
supporting development that contributes towards improving education, training and skills. 

The Port of Workington has a key role as a strategic gateway and economic driver for the 
West Cumbrian economy in the future, with a particular focus on the energy and 
transportation sectors. It is considered, for the reasons already explained in this report 
relating to the socio-economic benefits of siting employment and sports/leisure uses in the 
same locality, that the siting of the stadium complements and does not prejudice the Port's 
continued development. In the same way, in the context of policy S13, the proposal would 
be complementary to the objectives of the strategic gateway, offering a facility that directly 
provides employment as well as enhanced healthcare and sports/recreation infrastructure. 
Such infrastructure supports growth by providing an environment where people wish to live 
and invest.

Town centre impact 

Policy DM8 of the Local Plan provides a threshold of 500m2 above which proposals for 
office uses should be considered for their impact on the vitality and viability of Workington 
Town Centre. The office element of the proposal is above this threshold. However, since 
the adoption of the policy the NPPF has been revised and now excludes offices from the 
need for an impact test. The NPPF’s stance is a material consideration afforded weight and 
the weight afforded to this part of DM8 reduced substantially as a result. Indeed, officers 
advise that no impact assessment is required. 

Flood Risk Sequential Site Selection 

Policy S29 advises that development within the areas at greatest risk of flooding should be 
resisted. This reflects the NPPF’s sequential tests which steers development towards areas 
at least probability of flooding. An accompanying matrix reference in NPPG details which 
uses are appropriate in each flood zone, informed by the vulnerability of that use to 
flooding.

The stadium, offices and NHS facilities are mostly sited within flood zone 1 (low probability 
land having a less than 1 in 1,000 annual probability of river or sea flooding) with a small 
portion in flood zone 2 (Medium probability having between 1 in 100 and 1 in 1000 annual 
probability of river flooding, or having between 1 in 200 and 1 in 1000 annual probability of 
sea flooding) and flood zone 3 (High probability land having 1 in 100 or greater probability 
of river flooding or land having a 1 in 200 or greater annual probability of sea flooding). The 
all-weather pitch and surrounding landscaped areas north of the Black Path are in flood 
zone 3, however the area to the south of the Black Path are in flood zone 1 and in small 
areas flood zone 2. These areas are derived from the latest Environment Agency maps 



which postdate the preparation of the Allerdale SFRA. Their use provides the most robust 
application of the sequential test. 

This report has already evidenced why the proposal cannot be disaggregated. The 
sequential test for the offices identified and dismissed other sites, not only in the town 
centre but across the whole of Workington. Many of these sites are in flood zone 1 but it 
can be concluded that, whilst available, they are not suitable for the proposal.
Restricting the area of search to Workington accords with the NPPG which advises:-

“For individual planning applications where there has been no sequential testing of the 
allocations in the development plan, or where the use of the site being proposed is not in 
accordance with the development plan, the area to apply the Sequential Test across will be 
defined by local circumstances relating to the catchment area for the type of development 
proposed.”13

It is also noted that, when examining the location of each element of the proposal 
individually, their siting is compatible within the vulnerability of that element to flooding 
when applying table 3 referenced in the NPPG (this table advising which uses are 
appropriate in the different flood zones).
The table advises that water compatible uses such as the proposed landscaping amenity 
spaces and training pitch are appropriate in all flood zones, including 3b, the functional 
floodplain. Less vulnerable uses, including the proposed stadium, offices and café are 
appropriate in all zones except the functional floodplain; these uses are not in the functional 
floodplain. Finally, the NHS facility, as a more vulnerable use, is only appropriate in flood 
zones 1 or 2 and in zone 3a when the “Exception Test” is passed. The NHS facility will be 
in flood zone 1 (due to the stadium platform having a raised land level).

As such, the development is considered to pass the sequential test.

Flood Risk Assessment 

Policy S29 of the Local Plan echoes NPPF 2019 Para 163. The latter states that, when 
determining any planning applications, local planning authorities should ensure that flood 
risk is not increased elsewhere. Where appropriate, applications should be supported by a 
site-specific flood-risk assessment and it can be demonstrated that:

a) within the site, the most vulnerable development is located in areas of lowest flood 
risk, unless there are overriding reasons to prefer a different location;

b) the development is appropriately flood resistant and resilient;
c)  it incorporates sustainable drainage systems, unless there is clear evidence that

            this would be inappropriate;
      d)  any residual risk can be safely managed; and
      e)  safe access and escape routes are included where appropriate, as part of an agreed     
           emergency plan.

A detailed Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) has been undertaken to assess flood risk from all 
sources from the proposed development. The significant sources of flooding at the site are 
fluvial flooding from the River Derwent and Mill Stream (Soapery Beck) tidal flooding. 

13 Paragraph: 033 Reference ID: 7-033-20140306 Revision date: 06 03 2014



A drainage strategy has also been provided. These have been accepted by the 
Environment Agency and Natural England subject to further details being secured by 
planning condition.

The 2009 Cumbria Floods Technical Report addressed that the portion of the site north of 
Black Path was affected by the 2009 flood event. The Northside bridge collapsed during the 
flood event. This meant the flood water backed up and flooded part of the site area where 
the all-weather pitch is proposed. Local knowledge and understanding of historic flood 
routes and water flows within the site and locality have been carefully considered in the 
revised Flood Risk Assessment. In summary:-

 The finished floor level has been set to 7.0m AOD which is 390 mm above the 200 
year tidal level including climate change. This means that the stadium and all 
associated facilities will be protected for its lifetime.

 The all-weather sports pitch has been set to a level of 6.1 mAOD to protect it from 
inundation of a tidal event including climate change. The all-weather pitch has been 
raised to reduce the likelihood of the requirement to replace the pitch surfacing due 
to water damage.

 Safe access and egress arrangements from the NHS facility can be secured in a 
flood event through a Flood Evacuation Plan to be secured by planning condition.

 Although the stadium building itself and some external areas are not at risk of 
flooding, the areas around the site, such as public roads and footways are likely to 
be during a flood event. It is therefore necessary that a Flood Warning and 
Evacuation Plan, (including safe access and egress routes) be secured by planning 
condition.

 The proposals include an access road which circumnavigates the perimeter of the 
stadium which will lie at a minimum level of around 6.8m AOD. The proposed main 
access and egress route will tie into the existing roundabout located south-east of 
the site at levels 6.77m AOD. These levels provide adequate protection to access 
and egress during an emergency flood situation. An emergency plan including 
access and egress routes, to carry out during a flood event would need to be 
secured by planning condition.

 The drainage/ flood prevention scheme will ensure that the flooding issue is not 
transferred elsewhere onto other sites. 

 Though there will be raising of the ground levels within Flood Zone 3, the modelled 
levels indicate that there is no material impact due to this change on the flood levels 
in adjacent areas;

 A purpose built spillway route between the Mill Stream and the River Derwent is 
included in the proposed landscaped area in the East of the site to maintain existing 
connectivity between the two watercourses.

 The surface water runoff from the development will likely discharge to transitional 
waters it is likely that the runoff will only require minimal SuDS intervention. 
Depending on the layout of the final development, treatment is likely to be provided 
via swales, filter trenches and permeable paving. The surface water drainage 
scheme can be secured by planning condition following the hierarchy of sustainable 
principles. The development proposals will aim to outfall via two outfalls due to the 
geometry of the site. This will be subject to agreement with the Environment Agency, 
the Marine Management Organisation and Cumbria County Council.



The Workington Flood Action Group raised concerns regarding flooding and the original 
FRA. However, the Environment Agency have no objections to the revised FRA.

Heritage Assets Identification 

Local Plan Policy S27 Heritage Assets sets out that the historic environment including all 
heritage assets and their settings will be conserved and enhanced in a manner appropriate 
to their intrinsic historic value and significance, their importance to local character, 
distinctiveness and sense of place, and to other social, cultural economic or environmental 
benefits/values. The policy and the NPPF are used to inform the assessment of the 
development against the duties contained within sections 66 and 72 of the Listed Buildings 
Act 1990. 

With reference to section 66 and the setting of listed buildings, Historic England’s GPA3 
has also been used to inform the assessment against the duty. The first stage of the GPA3 
process is to identify assets that have the potential to be affected.
In the immediate locality there are 3 listed buildings. 

To the southwest is the Joseph Pirt and Co. Engineering Works, a grade II listed building 
having been added to the statutory list on 13th August 1985:- 

 
‘Iron foundry now engineering works. Late C18 or early C19. Hammer-dressed calciferous 
sandstone with flush quoins, under graduated green slate roof with coped gables and 
kneelers; large square calciferous sandstone chimney stack, the upper part of stepped 
brickwork. 3 storeys, 2 bays towards river, with 2-storey, 2-bay extension towards road and 
central projecting chimney. Original pointed arched windows are mostly blocked with bricks 
or boarded over. Rear corrugated extension is not of interest and covers original pointed 
arched doorway and windows. Single-storey lock up garages at front are not of interest.”   

To the south is the grade II* listed Church of St Michael, this was added to the statutory list 
on 6th June 1951:- 

 
‘Parish Church. C12 tower, nave rebuilt in 1770 and after a fire in 1888 by Bassett Smith 
and James Howes. Hammer-dressed pink and calciferous sandstone, the rebuilding of 
similar material but with red sandstone quoins, string course and battlemented parapet with 
crocketed finials, all on chamfered plinth. Graduated green slate roof with coped gables 
and cross finials. West 3-storey tower with 9-bay nave and aisles; single-bay chancel with 
north vestry. Tower base is C12 with upper storeys of 1770. Elliptical-arched west doorway 
under Perpendicular- style overlight. Painted west clock face with Roman numerals under 
Perpendicular- style bell openings. Nave and aisles are wholly 1888 with traceried 2- and 3-
light windows on 2 levels. Chancel has large traceried east window. Single- storey 
polygonal vestry. Interior of tower/porch has medieval pedestal font with octagonal carved 
bowl. C12 tower arch has broach-stopped hollow chamfer. Built-in C12 cushion capital, 
medieval slab and cross fragments. Various C19 wall plaques. Interior of nave has barrel 
roof with braces. 4-bay aisles. C19 gallery. Variety of late C19 and early C20 stained glass. 
Side chapel has carved and painted reredos 1933. Chancel has C19 piscina and sedilia. 
Effigies of Sir Christopher Curwen and his wife, 1450, on tomb base with heraldic side 
panels.green slate roof with coped gables and cross finials. West 3storey tower with 9-bay 
nave and aisles; single-bay chancel with north vestry. Tower base is C12 with upper 



storeys of 1770. Elliptical-arched west doorway under Perpendicular- style overlight. 
Painted west clock face with Roman numerals under Perpendicular- style bell openings. 
Nave and aisles are wholly 1888 with traceried 2- and 3-light windows on 2 levels. Chancel 
has large traceried east window. Single- storey polygonal vestry. Interior of tower/porch has 
medieval pedestal font with octagonal carved bowl. C12 tower arch has broach-stopped 
hollow chamfer. Built-in C12 cushion capital, medieval slab and cross fragments. Various 
C19 wall plaques. Interior of nave has barrel roof with braces. 4-bay aisles. C19 gallery. 
Variety of late C19 and early C20 stained glass. Side chapel has carved and painted 
reredos 1933. Chancel has C19 piscina and sedilia. Effigies of Sir Christopher Curwen and 
his wife, 1450, on tomb base with heraldic side panels.” 

 
Finally, to the east of the Church is located the grade II* listed St Michael’s House, this was 
added to the statutory list on 13th December 1985:- 

 
“Rectory now sheltered home. Probably C15 with C19 and C20 alterations. Cement 
roughcast over extremely thick stone walls, under graduated green slate roof with C19 
coped gables and kneelers; original cement-roughcast chimney stacks. 2 storeys, 2 bays, 
with flanking gabled wings: hall with cross wings. Central recessed 2-bay section has C19 
panelled and glazed door in original pointed chamfered arch with hood mould, but heavy 
C20 restoration. C17-style stone-mullioned windows in hall and wings of 2, 3 and 4 lights, 
some with mullions removed and all with moulded sills and drip moulds. Right wing has 
unusual projecting upper-floor left return wall on corbels. Both wings have large stepped 
external chimney stacks. Left wing return wall has C20 windows in plain reveals. Rear 
extensions have large C20 windows. Interior of right wing has a former external pointed-
arched doorway, only recently uncovered, which is similar to the entrance doorway and 
this, with the consistent thickness of the walls, suggest that the hall and wings are of one 
build. Blocked inglenook in ground-floor room right. Rear C17-style staircase. An extremely 
interesting and rare survival of a hall-house more common in the south of Cumbria. Former 
stable to right, now warden's house, is not of interest.” 

With regards to section 72 of the Listed Buildings Act , the site is within 400m of both the 
St. Michael’s Workington’s and Brow Top Conservation Areas. There is no Conservation 
Area appraisal approved for either. St. Michael’s is characterised by the Church as the focal 
point, clearly the largest building and prominent on higher ground, with the green expanse 
of the Churchyard and subservient rectory and Victorian terraces beyond. Beyond the 
Churchyard the spaces are very much contained with an intimate prevailing character to 
the streets. This contrasts with the sudden opening up vistas to the north of Church Street. 
Brow Top is characterised by a series of neo-Classical buildings lining Brow Top and 
Derwent Street. The principal facades all face north towards the site and are set high atop 
the river cliff overlooking the lower plain of Cloffocks. Recent thinning of trees has revealed 
the area more from visual receptors to the north, including from the Lonsdale Park part of 
the application site.

 
Heritage – contribution of setting to the significance of assets 

 
In terms of assessing how the setting of the assets contributes to their overall significance, 
Historic England’s GPA3 advises:-   

“Settings of heritage assets change over time. Understanding this history of change will 
help to determine how further development within the asset’s setting is likely to affect the 



contribution made by setting to the significance of the heritage asset. Settings of heritage 
assets which closely resemble the setting at the time the asset was constructed or formed 
are likely to contribute particularly strongly to significance but settings which have changed 
may also themselves enhance significance, for instance where townscape character has 
been shaped by cycles of change over the long term. Settings may also have suffered 
negative impact from inappropriate past developments and may be enhanced by the 
removal of the inappropriate structure(s).” 

 
Each asset is assessed using the values of their evidential, historical, aesthetic/ 
architectural, and communal significance. The contribution of the setting to each building 
was further evaluated in the context of its physical surroundings, functional relationship and 
communications, experience of the asset, and the asset’s associated attributes. 

 
The setting of the John Pirt works including the application site is a C20th creation. The 
historic development has been cleared leaving an open vista that contrasts with the 
containment provided by the higher ground, trees and Church to the south, the Viaduct to 
the west and the terracing of Derwent Park to the north. However, this openness does 
mean that the buildings and especially the stack are prominent and provide a landmark 
when approaching along the A597 including from the bridge next to the site, a landmark 
that, with the backdrop of the spoil heap to the rear, clearly illustrates the industrial heritage 
of the town. This physical setting therefore does contribute to the significance of the asset 
and development of the site has the potential to result in a degree of harm.  

 
Turning to St Michael’s Church, the Bridge from Northside is an important and sensitive 
visual receptor. From here the Church including its Nave and Tower are very prominent 
with buildings to either side and within the foreground very much subservient in scale and 
detail. This prominence reflects the historical functional setting of the Church, a prominence 
that is only rivalled by the cupola of the former Trinity Methodist Church. Again, the 
application site is part of the setting and does contribute to its significance. Indeed, the 
development will change this setting.  

 
St Michael’s House is a townscape feature and directly engages to the wider conservation 
area, albeit within the context of its own tightly enclosed curtilage. However, it is apparent 
that setting towards and including Borough Park contributes little to the significance of the 
asset. 

The overarching characteristic of the St. Michael’ conservation area is the contrast between 
the tight knit residential terraced streets and the open spaces associated with the few 
public buildings within the area (Church, School and Railway Station). There is distinct 
contrast between the designated area’s grain and that of the lower land within which all of 
the site is located. Nevertheless, the latter does contribute to the setting of the area, there 
being a number of visual receptors in and around the site affording longer views of the 
conservation area edge, albeit this is a modest contribution to the overall significance.

The same is very much true of the Brow Top conservation area, if not more so, especially 
after the tree thinning and general clearing of vegetation on the cliff bank. 

 
Heritage – impact of development on the significance of the assets 

 
The designated assets in the locality of the site are prominent and dominant features within 



the local urban landscape. However, individually and cumulatively the level of harm is 
considered to be less than substantial. Officers would not go the extent of concluding that 
the impact was neutral given that the stadium will be a much larger mass than the existing 
Borough Park when the assets are viewed from the Bridge or Northside. Nevertheless, the 
stadium will be one of a number of large post-war interventions in this setting including 
Tesco and Allerdale House as well as the two permitted sites for a hotel and public house. 
The Leisure Centre is also a recent intervention to the setting of Brow Top. Furthermore, 
there are a number of benefits arising from the development and, as will also be outlined in 
this report, the stadium would constitute an enhanced design to Borough Park which off-
sets its greater bulk to some degree. 

In summary the setting of the listed buildings are preserved as is the character and 
appearance of the conservation area. The less than substantial harm is outweighed by the 
development’s benefits. 

Landscape and Visual Impact 

In terms of landscape character assessment, the site is situated within a broad zone 
covering the whole of the town characterised as ‘Urban Area’ within the Cumbria 
Landscape Character Assessment. Therefore, the proposed development has no specific 
impact on the existing landscape character at this scale.

The site layout has been determined taking into account the operational needs of the 
stadium complex.  A wide range of facilities and spaces are to be provided as part of the 
development proposal, each of which have their own specifications.  The layout of the site 
and configuration of the stadium complex has been designed to ensure maximum 
connectivity, ease of use for those accessing the development and to ensure the efficient 
and effective operation of the facility.

Visual impact will be perceived by a range of receptors from a variety of viewpoints
surrounding the site, primarily within 300 metres’ distance.

It is considered viewpoints in close proximity to the Site are limited due to changes in land 
levels, existing vegetation and trees. From high viewpoints, and those at a greater distance 
away from the site, the visibility ranges from medium to high. In the context of  the stadium, 
this is then viewed in a broader panorama and takes reference from other buildings and 
large open areas to include the existing Tesco Superstore and car park, Allerdale House, 
car parking, and the Derwent Park stadium.  

There are a limited number of residential dwellings within the Northside development that 
will have a direct view of the stadium; however, the majority will have no / or very limited 
views, due to the existing vegetation and mature tree line. The Northside housing estate is 
also set back from the stadium to the north of the River Derwent, green riverside areas and 
the main road route. The stadium will be part screened by existing trees.

The most significant impact on view, will be from the A597 / Tesco Superstore, to the west 
of the Site. However, this is considered to be an improved vista due to the design quality 
and overall benefit of the scheme which provides a contemporary bold structure that 
underpins the future area regeneration of the locality. It replaces the remains of the main 
stand clad in bright red and adorned with advertising. 



It is noted that there are no views from the north western edge of the Portland Square 
Conservation Area or from Curwen Park and Workington Hall. It is considered that the 
proposed development is broadly beneficial in terms of visual impact, in accordance with 
the relevant policy guidance.

Artificial lighting is proposed to be provided to the stadium, 3G pitch and to the pathways 
and car parking areas. This is to provide the following:-
 

a) Safe movement of pedestrians and vehicles;
b) Security of the site with the aim of crime prevention and to allow quality recording of 

CCTV images;
c) To provide the correct levels of illumination to outdoor sports surfaces.

The low illumination level lighting will generally be provided by the use of low maintenance, 
high efficiency LED lamps using a combination of building-mounted, ground-mounted or 
low height, column-mounted luminaires.  Sports lighting will be provided by high efficiency 
discharge lamps mounted on higher level galvanised steel columns. The lighting details will 
be secured by planning condition but will be designed to reduce adverse impacts on the 
character of the landscape, visual amenity and with regard to meeting ecology 
requirements

The existing site exhibits characteristics typical of an urban fringe and brownfield site
and clearly sits within an urban fringe context for the majority of viewpoints. The 
construction of a new stadium designed to be a prominent townscape feature, will 
transform a key gateway and arrival point to the town and regenerate an underutilised 
brownfield area. In combination with the associated public realm, the training pitch facility, 
extensive new planting, the retention of key areas of established woodland and appropriate 
ecological mitigation measures, the proposed development is considered to be broadly 
beneficial in terms of visual impact.

Design 

Policy DM14 Standards of Good Design, along with Policy S4 addresses design principles 
and standards of good design and that achieving high quality design for all development is 
a key objective of the Local Plan. 

Good design relates not only to the appearance of a development but to how it functions 
within its location and to how it contributes towards a sustainable community. The revised 
NPPF 2019 has placed greater emphasis on design and, as a landmark development that 
is prominent from a number of well used sensitive visual receptors within Workington, it is a 
key consideration and the scheme is favourably considered against policy S4.

The design has been informed through the requirements of the stakeholders including the 
Rugby Football League and Football Federation. There has also been a requirement to 
generate a community and employment hub that is visually attractive, distinctive, user 
friendly and incorporates accessible and safe public open space, thereby encouraging its 
use.

The design is considered successful in promoting the character of this locality. The stadium 



and community destination responds to and reinforces locally distinctive patterns; (e.g. 
being sited adjacent to the River Derwent and providing a stadium replacement scheme 
adjacent to civic buildings and existing sports and leisure facilities). The scheme sits 
positively adjacent to the riverside, existing buildings, the road networks, pedestrian routes 
and heritage assets. 

The overall larger scale and massing is in keeping with the nature of the development and 
the local setting, given there are other larger buildings in the locality, including other stadia, 
the Tesco super store, Allerdale House and the Leisure Centre. These buildings are set in 
areas of significant car parking and green infrastructure.

The overall form of the building has been envisaged as a pure elliptical form which is
tilted along the North / South axis, so that the North elevation is lowered in massing 
towards the river; the west and south elevations being two storey in massing, with the east 
being the largest being 4 storey in height.

The football and rugby seasons are played through the autumn and winter months when 
the sun will be predominated moving from south west to west. The orientation minimising 
the impact on spectator and player sightlines during the match and allowing the early 
morning sun to fall on the greatest area of the pitch which will help to guard against frost.

The stadium façade comprises a mixture of glass, metal, and a lattice of timber, with 
transparent areas to reveal the internal activity and provide shelter to the spectators. The 
final design sees the stadium take an elliptical form, angled across the site to create a clear 
main access point in the south western corner, visible from the maximum number of key 
viewpoints to both pedestrians and road users, and breakup the overall appearance given 
the scale of the stadium development. Each of the spaces of the building will be designed 
to maximise the use of natural light and create a visual link from the key spaces out into the 
sports pitch at the centre of the building. All public entrances will be easily recognisable and 
accessible, with clear wayfinding for users of the different spaces.

The scheme demonstrates an integrated and unifying theme through the use of 
complementary surfacing and hard landscaping materials, incorporates tree planting and 
green infrastructure, ensures art installations and street furniture do not clutter or cause 
hazards to people with visual of mobility impairments and takes account of safety and 
security issues considering visibility and lighting and avoid light glare and spillage.

The distinctive riverside character is promoted through the careful siting of this large 
stadium within an attractive and enhanced public realm space, with views to and from the 
upper floor glazed office spaces over the riverside, 3G pitch, areas of landscaping and the 
footpath linkages and this promotes attractive, safe and interactive spaces. The provision of 
well-placed lighting, landscaping, and CCTV further deter potential criminal behaviour, 
whilst the placement of roads and protective structures reduces the risk of high-speed 
traffic moving through the site.

It is considered this landmark development will create a new and improved entrance point 
to Workington from the highway network, whilst the improvements to the existing green 
infrastructure will create safe and attractive open space at this edge of town centre location. 
Sensitive provision of lighting, will address the need for accessible and safe pedestrian 
access routes, whilst being sensitive to the ecological features and species and habitats of 



the river. The pedestrian linkages to town centre facilities will open up the riverside corridor 
for recreational purposes. The siting of the stadium complex and the associated public 
realm areas have been designed to be sensitive to the natural and built environment 
especially given the role of the River Derwent as a green corridor and its protected status 
up stream as a Special Area of Conservation.

There are legible connections within and through the development reflecting desire lines to 
and from entrances to the various uses and landmarks within the site (such as the main 
entrance and features within the public realm spaces). There are pedestrian links to 
destinations beyond the boundaries such as the sports centre, Allerdale House and Tesco. 
There are also pedestrian linkages to the town centre and transport hubs to include the 
railway station. 

Designing out crime assessment has been addressed in the supporting Design and Access 
Statement. Informed by Safer Places – The Planning System and Crime Prevention (OPDM 
/ Home Office, 2003). Section E.5 of the Design and Access Statement outlines how the 
scheme’s design has considered: access and movement, structure, surveillance, 
ownership, physical protection, activity, and management and maintenance, to establish a 
safe and secure environment, for all users (policies S2 and S4 apply). 

The scheme ensures accessibility for all including within the stands’ viewing areas (best 
design practice includes platforms for wheelchairs users set higher within the main seating 
areas). 

In accordance with ALLP1 Adopted DM12 Sustainable construction, the development is 
designed to address the impacts of climate change and will endeavour to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions and energy consumption through the use of construction materials that 
maximise energy efficiency and the incorporation of low carbon/renewable energy sources 
and by giving consideration to the orientation of buildings.

Sustainable access

Policies S2 and S22 of the adopted Local Plan are applicable, the underlying thrust of the 
policies is to promote sustainable access for all and minimise car-borne journeys.

In this context, it is accepted that there will be a residual demand for access by car to the 
site but the sustainable siting should foster and maximise multi-modal access by foot, cycle 
and public transport. 

The proposed development directly replaces the existing stadium of Borough Park,
located on-site with a capacity of 3,000 and is also intended to replace Derwent Park,
which is located approximately 250 metres to the west of the site with a capacity of
10,000, to provide a single joint facility for both Workington AFC and Workington Town
RLFC. Derwent Park is not part of this proposed development. However, the stadium is
within the control of the applicant and there is an intention for it not be in use at the same
time as the proposed new stadium.

A Travel Plan Framework sets out proposed measures and initiatives to be implemented at 
the site to encourage sustainable travel behaviour and minimise traffic associated with the 
development. The following measures are proposed: 



 A Travel Plan Coordinator; 
 Travel Information Packs; 
 Cycle/Pedestrian facilities; 
 Community notice board; 
 Access to public transport; 
 Reducing the need to travel; 
 Bicycle User Group; 
 Car sharing; and 
 Special Event Management Plan. 

The Travel Plan and its monitoring shall be secured by planning condition. 

It is concluded that the Transport Assessments (TA) demonstrates that the development 
proposals are compliant with the main transport related policies and objectives, such as: 
promoting sustainable transport and improving existing facilities and will have no adverse 
impact on the safety or operation of the strategic and local road network.

The TA has taken account of the transport policies set out in the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) and local design guides. It demonstrates that satisfactory access can 
be provided and the site is in a sustainable location and can be accessed by sustainable 
travel modes and the off-site traffic impacts of the proposals will not be severe in 
accordance with the NPPF 2019 Paragraphs 202, 208 and 209 and ALPP1 (Policies S2; 
S22; S23). These conclusions are subject to the enhancement of footway connectivity, the 
provision of a Puffin crossing across the A597 and enhanced bus stop facilities in the 
vicinity of the site. These can be secured through Grampian conditions and the necessary 
monies for the implementation by the County Council secured through section 106 
obligations. 

The scheme has been designed with well-defined routes, spaces and entrances that 
provide for convenient movement without compromising security. Paths follow pedestrian 
desire lines and form well-lit, overlooked connections which avoid blind corners or obvious 
hiding places. Lighting has been integrated within the design to enhance the public realm 
and also tackle issues of crime and safety this hall be secured by planning condition.

The nearest bus stops to the site are on the A597 New Bridge Road, adjacent to the Tesco 
Superstore. The bus stops on the A597 New Bridge Road are located approximately 100 
metres’ walking distance from the centre of the site. Bus services are available during 
weekdays and at the weekend including Sunday, which makes bus a viable option of travel 
to the development site. 

The nearest railway station is Workington Railway station that is situated approximately
540m south west of the development site. The station is approximately an 8-minute walk
from the site along the A597 New Bridge Street. The railway station can also be accessed 
via the number 30, 60, Stagecoach Gold 300 and Stagecoach Gold 301 services. The 30 
and 300 also serve the stops outside of the site.

The station is operated by Northern Rail and provides services to local stations including 
Harrington, Parton, Flimby and Maryport. The station also provides links further afield to 



Barrow in Furness and Carlisle with onward connections to the national rail network. 

It is considered necessary to provide the missing links of footway along the desire line 
between the station and the site. Again this can be secured by a Grampian condition and a 
s106 obligation. 

Residual transport impact

Key junctions across the local and strategic highway network have been assessed using 
industry standard software. The junction capacity assessments demonstrate that no 
physical mitigation is needed at off-site junctions to accommodate the proposed 
development traffic flows. It is therefore concluded that the traffic impacts of the proposed 
development are not significant in the context of the NPPF.

Traffic growth has been considered from the background traffic flows, based on the2015 
and 2018 traffic surveys, to the Opening Year (2021) and to a period of ten years after the 
registration of the planning application (2028 Future Assessment Year). 

Committed developments i.e. those developments with the benefit of a planning consent, 
but not yet built, were discussed during scoping with the County Highways Authority. It was 
agreed that two committed developments exist (the aforementioned two hotel and public 
house developments) and should be considered as well as Workington Leisure Centre; the 
Persimmon site on the former steel works and Dunmail Park (including the permitted site to 
the west). The flows presented in the TA are provided for the PM and Saturday Peak hours 
only, but these developments are now in operation so included within the 2018 traffic 
surveys. The Former Corus Steel Works site is expected to take a number of years to build 
out and therefore will likely not have been complete by 2018. As such, the full level of 
committed development traffic flows associated with this development have also been 
added to the 2018 traffic surveys in the AM Peak, forming a robust assessment

Traffic surveys were carried in 2015 and 2018 to consider the existing operation of the 
following junctions: 

 A597/A596/Northside Road roundabout; 
 A597/Tesco/Black Path/William Street roundabout;
 A597 Gyratory and 
 the A66/A596 signal junction.

A further survey of Ramsey Brow has been provided.

Capacity assessment of these junctions has been accepted by Highways England and 
Cumbria Highways.

On a typical weekday the office development and NHS facility at the site would be expected 
to have their associated peak traffic flows in the AM and PM Peaks. The majority of trips to 
the site would originate from Workington, as the main conurbation within the study area and 
the new NHS facility will allow for the consolidation of existing primary health facilities in 
Workington and the traffic flows to be reassigned from the base traffic flows by the existing 
GP surgeries.



The hospitality suite and training pitch would not be expected to generate any significant 
level of trips during a typical weekday in the peak hours of the development.

The vehicle trips associated with the proposed office development have been derived from 
the TRICS database for the category ‘Employment – Office’. The office development is not 
expected to be operational at the weekends, when matches at the stadium would take 
place.

Future year capacity assessments were also carried out, which assessed background 
traffic growth, committed development and the proposed development. The operation of all 
junctions was modelled in the AM and PM Peak periods to determine the impact of the 
NHS facility and office development. The capacity assessments showed that the proposed 
development on a typical weekday would not result in a material impact at any junctions, 
with only the Workington Gyratory expected to operate over capacity.

The weekday traffic flows used in the capacity assessments are considered to be robust, 
with full growth factors and committed developments included (potential for double 
counting) and the maximum peak hour traffic flows used and the peak proposed 
development trip rates included, which may occur at different times in the peak periods.

The junction capacity assessments demonstrate that no physical mitigation is needed at 
off-site junctions to accommodate the proposed development traffic flows. It is therefore 
concluded that the traffic impacts of the proposed development are not severe or 
significant.

Sufficient parking will be provided for a typical weekday within short walking distance of
the site, with an extension to the Griffin Street car park proposed and new pedestrian
links provided including a new pedestrian footbridge. 

For match days, the trip generation for the proposed stadium has been carried out using 
first principles and split between two future year scenarios. The scenarios considered are 
for a future year attendance of 2,000 spectators on a match day and 8,000 spectators for 
major matches or if the sports clubs make substantial progress in their respective league 
systems. The match day operational capacity assessments have been carried out at the 
local highway network junctions based on a range of modelling scenarios, including existing 
stadium usage and expected occupancy of the proposed stadium.

The operation of the local highway network was considered on a match day, with the 
stadium in use, with 2,000 spectators, using the Saturday traffic flows. Again, the
assessments demonstrated that the development would not have a material impact at
any junctions, with only the gyratory at the Viaduct expected to operate over capacity. 

The first principle trip generation calculations have been based on the applicant’s transport 
consultant’s previous experience of stadium developments which splits the trips between 
home and away fans. There has been little relevant information originating from the existing 
stadiums at Workington as attendance levels are currently much lower than those 
associated with the future new stadium scenarios.

A total of 353 car trips would be generated in the 2,000 spectator scenario. The majority of 



supporters expected on a match day are anticipated to be home fans, with 80% of the 
spectators, which equates to 1,600 supporters. A large proportion of the home fans are 
expected to be from Workington and neighbouring villages, with 500 fans assumed to walk 
to the proposed stadium, 40 cycling, 100 by bus and 100 by rail. This results in a total of 
860 supporters travelling to the site by car and with an average car occupancy of 3 people 
per car, this equates to a total of 286 car trips to the site. 

Away fans are expected to be 20% of the spectators, or 400 of the 2,000 spectator 
attendance. 100 of these are anticipated to travel by coach and 100 by rail, resulting in a 
total of 200 spectators by car. With an average car occupancy of 3 people per car, this 
equates to a total of 67 car trips to the site. 

On match days, additional parking will be available at Allerdale House and with the 
extended Griffin Street car park, the facilities will be able to cater for all car trips to the 
stadium associated with the 2,000 spectator scenario. 

A further test with 8,000 spectator/fans was carried out for events that may be held at the 
stadium and this showed that there would be minimal changes in the operation of the local 
highway network compared to the 2,000 spectators.

With 8,000 spectators, the match day operations will change, with a greater emphasis on 
non-car trips, along with an increase in the proportion of away fans to the stadium. 2,400 
home supporters are assumed to walk to the stadium, up to 160 spectators cycle, 400 by 
bus and 800 by rail. A further 300 home fans are predicted to travel to the stadium by 
coach from other towns within Cumbria. This results in a total 1,540 supporters travelling to 
the site by car and with an average car occupancy of 3 people per car, this equates to a 
total of 513 car trips. 

30%, or 2,400 spectators, are predicted to be away supporters in the 8,000 spectator 
scenario. 1,000 spectators are predicted to travel by coach as the organised trips are 
expanded and improved and 400 by rail, resulting in a total of 1,000 spectators by car. With 
an average car occupancy of 3 people per car, this equates to a total of 333 car trips to 
Workington.

The away fans have been considered to have travelled from the local area from each of the 
rugby league teams within the top 3 tiers of the game. This showed that routing
to/ from Workington would be via the A66 for all away fans, except two (Whitehaven RLFC 
and Barrow Raiders). As such, all away fans have been distributed via the A66, and routed 
to the car parking areas along Griffin Street via the A597.

In the 8,000 spectator scenario, a proportion of the trips to Workington would need to park 
within the public car parks or temporary parking areas. Distributing the fans to the public car 
parks within the town centre is considered robust, with temporary parking more likely to be 
located on the outskirts of Workington, at Park & Ride sites.

With circa 8,000 spectators/fans, consideration for temporary parking facilities will be 
required and an Event Management Plan is considered necessary. 



Green Infrastructure and Arboriculture

Policies S24, S33 and DM17 of the Local Plan is applicable.

This Site is allocated within an extensive network of green infrastructure and a landscaping 
scheme is proposed to enhance the development’s overall appearance, facilitate and 
encourage the safe movement of pedestrians and to open up the existing green 
infrastructure to provide better access to the River Derwent Corridor for leisure pursuits and 
yet promote and protect habitats. 

The majority of on-site trees will be retained and, following ecology recommendations, the 
riverbank will be reinforced with native trees.
 
Whilst not located within a conservation area, nor having any registered Tree Preservation 
Areas (TPOs), the area contains 27 trees that contribute significantly to the character of the 
Site and local amenity. As such, an Arboricultural Impact Assessment accompanied the 
application and Category B trees (T8, T9, G13) have been retained on Site. 

Works to trees and tree management in perpetuity can be secured by planning conditions. 
The scheme is favourably considered against policy DM17 Trees, Hedgerows and 
Woodland which sets out that, wherever possible, existing trees, hedgerows and woodland 
that are considered important to the local community, contribute positively to the character 
of the area and/or are of nature conservation value will be protected. 

To address the loss of any poorer quality trees the scheme has provided a landscape plan 
that accords with policy S24 Green Infrastructure through the creation, enhancement, 
maintenance and protection of a range of green infrastructure assets that contribute to a 
diverse network of natural and manmade green and blue spaces, links and habitats and 
landscapes, which are accessible to all.

Ecology and biodiversity overview

Policy S35 - Protecting and Enhancing Biodiversity and Geodiversity - requires that 
development proposals ensure conditions for biodiversity will be maintained and improved 
and important geodiversity assets will be protected. Of note and relevant to the proposal 
are the protection and enhancement of key ecological habitats and wildlife corridors 
including watercourses and wetlands. There is also protection of soil and water resources 
in accordance with policy S36 and contribution to the green infrastructure network in line 
with policy S24.

As previously addressed there will also be the protection of existing trees, hedgerows and 
woodland that are considered important to the local community and that contribute 
positively to the character of the area and/or are of a nature conservation value.

The scope of the Ecological Impact Assessment was determined based on an 
understanding of the development proposal, a review of aerial images a Site Inspection 
Report – Workington 1/WOR/024/M (WYG, undated); and, Phase 1: Desk Top Study 
Report (Preliminary Environmental Risk Assessment) (GEO Environmental Engineering, 
2017) and consideration has given to cumulative impacts, since impacts acting in 
combination may have a cumulative impact exceeding that of the separate impacts. 



The site contains the existing Workington AFC stadium, with areas of open semi-improved 
grassland and both plantation and semi-natural woodland on the land to the east of this. It 
is situated immediately adjacent to the River Derwent, which forms the northern boundary. 
In addition, there is a small watercourse to the south. 

International nature conservation designations within 10 km of the Site boundary, national 
statutory or local non-statutory nature conservation designations within 2 km of the Site; 
and records of protected and/or notable habitats and species within 2 km of the Site were 
all identified. A Phase 1 habitat survey was also completed. Apart from Borough Park, the 
site largely comprises plantation woodland and unmanaged coarse neutral grassland. 

Five species of invasive non-native plants were identified within the survey area. Those of 
highest ecological concern were Himalayan balsam and Japanese knotweed. In addition 
there is variegated yellow archangel, Japanese rose and Snowberry. The Himalayan 
balsam was scattered throughout the woodland immediately east of the existing stadium 
and at the eastern edge of the site boundary. A dense stand of Japanese knotweed was 
found on the edge of the woodland immediately east of the existing stadium and also as 
two smaller stands further east. Japanese rose was limited to two small patches in the 
approximate centre of the Site, whilst variegated yellow archangel was only found in one 
location at the very east of the Development boundary

There has previously been a bridge across the River Derwent which passed through the 
open part of the site, this being installed due to the downstream road bridge being washed 
away by a flood event. A large part of the site appears to be on historic landfill as 
evidenced by large quantities of glass and other material in parts of the river bank. The 
riverbank within the Site is heavily eroding along much of its length, with the exception of 
that closest to the existing stadium. There is localised but recent heavy ground disturbance 
within the site.

There is no woodland classified as ancient within the site or the immediate surrounds; the 
thin strip of woodland between the existing stadium and River Derwent is semi-mature 
broadleaved plantation. The triangle of woodland in the eastern part of the site is mostly 
semi-mature mixed woodland. The site also comprises areas of scrub and grassland. 

Some predicted residual significant ecological effects are beneficial and would arise due to 
the creation of species-rich grassland following the completion of construction.

No kidney vetch Anthyllis vulneraria was identified on Site and this is likely due to the 
thickness of the grassland sward. As such, it is considered that the habitat is unsuitable for 
small blue butterfly, which relies on this species as its sole food plant.

Siddick Pond is the largest coastal waterbody in the area and is situated approximately 
485m north of the Site, on the opposite side of the River Derwent. The location, fringing 
reed bed and surrounding grassland and scrub provide excellent habitats for waterfowl and 
other birds. Of particular note are non-breeding roosts of starling Sturnus vulgaris, 
comprising up to 20,000 birds. There is a relatively small housing estate between the Site 
and Siddick Pond and this may be a barrier to movement of terrestrial species. However, 
given the short distance between the two locations, it is expected that birds could readily 
move between them. Within the pond is base-rich and consequently supports a diversity of 



plant species. 

The Development is situated approximately 345 metres downstream of the nearest 
boundary of the River Derwent and Bassenthwaite Lake Special Area of Conservation 
(SAC) and the boundary of the SSSI is approximately 310 meters to the east of the Site, 
upstream along the River Derwent. The closest component of the SSSI is the Mill Stream, 
which flows in to the River Derwent.

Six non-statutory wild life designated sites were identified within 2 km of the Site and four 
were located north of the River Derwent. Of these, Hazel Gill County Wildlife Site (CWS) 
and Hallguards Gill CWS (approximately 1.5 km and 1.1 km north-east of the Site, 
respectively) contain ancient woodland of semi-natural origin. Oldside CWS is of interest for 
the presence of small blue butterfly Cupido minimus and, based on a review of aerial 
images, Barepot CWS appears to comprise a pond and an area of woodland statutory 
designations.

The only notable habitats within the survey area are the watercourses. Of particular note 
are the River Derwent and its tributaries which are of international and/or national 
importance as reflected in their designation as Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and/or 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 

The Derwent-Cocker is the largest nutrient-poor river in England that still retains high water 
quality and a natural channel. The nationally rare floating water-plantain Luronium natans 
and vendace Coregonus vandesius both occur in Derwentwater. The fish fauna of the 
Rivers Derwent and Cocker include Atlantic salmon, Sea lamprey, Brook lamprey and River 
lamprey.  The key features of the SSSI can be categorised as aquatic flora; riparian 
habitats; invertebrates; fish. The River Derwent and Bassenthwaite Lake SAC 
encompasses those named waterbodies in addition to a number of other tributary 
watercourses such as the River Cocker and River Marron. Derwent Water, which is a large 
lake connected to Bassenthwaite Lake by the River Derwent, is also included within the 
boundary of the SAC.

The SSSI is designated under Article 4(4) of the Habitats Directive as it hosts important 
examples of clear-water lakes with aquatic vegetation and poor to moderate nutrient levels; 
and, rivers with floating vegetation often dominated by water-crowfoot. In addition, it also 
qualifies under Article 4(4) as it supports the following species listed on Annex II: Marsh 
fritillary butterfly; salmon; sea lamprey; river lamprey; brook lamprey; otter; and, floating 
water-plantain.

The conservation objectives of the River Derwent and Bassenthwaite Lake SAC are to 
ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored, as appropriate, and ensure 
that the site contributes to achieving the favourable conservation status of its qualifying 
features, by maintaining or restoring the extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats 
and habitats of qualifying species; the structure and function (including typical species) of 
qualifying natural habitats; the structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species; 
the supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of qualifying 
species rely; the populations of qualifying species; and, the distribution of qualifying species 
within the site.

Due to the nearest boundary of the SAC being located 345 metres upstream along the 



River Derwent from the closest part of the Site, at the A596 road bridge there can be no 
‘direct’ impacts upon SAC habitats. However, since the river in this section is tidal, there is 
the possibility of indirect impacts through the transfer of pollution into SAC habitats (in the 
absence or failure of pollution controls, and during either construction or operation). Hence 
the site is within the Impact Risk Zone (IRZ) of the SAC. 
Extreme spring tides may reach at most as far as Yearl Weir. Therefore pollutants could not 
normally reach the SAC except under exceptional spring tides, during which there would 
also be a very large dilution effect. That said protection of the River Derwent and any 
indirect impacts on the SAC from construction/ decommissioning activities can be mitigated 
by a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), to be secured by planning 
condition. The necessity for mitigation resulted in an Appropriate Assessment being 
required under the Habitat Regulations following screening by this local planning authority.
14

A summary of the Appropriate Assessment is provided below.

Ecology - Habitat Regulations – Appropriate Assessment (Fish) 

Several of the qualifying species of the SAC are mobile (migratory) and could therefore 
occur near the site and be affected by the development. This report has already noted that 
the marsh fritillary butterfly has been excluded from further assessment because there is no 
suitable habitat for this species at the Site. Furthermore, only a single record of this species 
was returned from the Cumbria Biodiversity Data Centre (CBDC) as part of the desk study 
undertaken to inform the EcIA. This was from Oldside, which is designated as a County 
Wildlife Site, approximately 1.1 km from the Site, north of the River Derwent.

Floating water-plantain was also excluded from further assessment as there will be no 
Likely Significant Effects on this non-mobile plant species through the relevant impact 
pathway (water quality). The relevant mobile species to consider are therefore fish to 
include salmon, all three lamprey species and otter.

Ecologists conducted a site walkover of all watercourses within 500 meters of the 
development.  It is noted this section of the River Derwent is tidal and the saline influence 
makes it unlikely that salmon or lamprey would spawn here. In addition, no suitable 
spawning habitat for salmon or lamprey was found during field survey within 500 metres of 
the Site. The Soapery Beck (Mill Stream), to the south of the Development and which is a 
tributary of the River Derwent, is unlikely to be used by salmon at all and has no suitability 
for spawning lamprey. However, this watercourse is known to support lamprey 
ammocoetes (larvae) and these may be directly associated with upstream populations 
within the SAC boundary. Both salmon and lamprey will migrate past the Site along the 
River Derwent to areas within the SAC. Consequently, there is the potential for salmon and 
lampreys within the River Derwent, and/or lamprey ammocoetes within the Soapery Beck to 
be affected by the Development

Lamprey ammocoetes in the Soapery Beck are liable to be adversely affected by any 
pollution caused by the evelopment, including sediment run-off or spillage of fuel or 

14 The European Court of Justice (ECJ) for People Over Wind and Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta (Case C-323/17) ruled that 
measures designed to avoid or mitigate adverse effect, which might include modification of site selection or boundaries to avoid the 
‘zone of influence’ where effects on the European site cannot be discounted, design of the scheme, allocation of buffer zones, 
limiting of operation periods, and others, can no longer be considered in HRA screening.



chemicals. A suitable Construction Environmental Plan (CEMP) can mitigate construction 
activities to ensure protection of the species during construction to be secured by planning 
condition.

Secured by planning condition earthworks can be limited during the construction period 
(between 07:00 and 18:00 each day) and will therefore largely be carried out in daylight 
given the proximity of residential areas. If works are required during hours of darkness, 
artificial lighting could affect fish in the Mill Stream and/or the River Derwent by preventing 
their movement up- or downstream or by making them more vulnerable to predation. 

Construction disturbance is a matter to consider, particular with regard to piling on the site 
Piling will be on land and there will be no piling within the channel of the River Derwent or 
the Mill Stream but vibration and noise from piling can carry to the watercourses and 
propagate underwater, in turn, prevent fish migrating through the impacted area. This 
would be an issue during the period that salmon or lamprey may be migrating past the Site, 
which is taken to be September to January, inclusive, for all species except sea lamprey 
which are expected to migrate between April and May, inclusive. 

In response, officers consider it necessary that no piling should take place within 50 metres 
of the River Derwent or the Soapery Beck during the periods September to January 
inclusive, and April to May inclusive to avoid fish migratory periods. 

Outside the fish migratory periods a ‘soft start’ technique is considered necessary during 
piling works within 50 metres of the River Derwent and Mill Stream. This involves the 
commencement of piling with reduced energy to minimise the initial effect and give any 
potentially affected species in the area time to flee before higher energies are used. 

Construction and operation of the 2 surface water outfalls would also have the potential to 
impact on river geomorphology and may disturb migratory fish; given in river works has the 
potential for sediment pollution. Details of these works and construction details can be alo 
secured in the CEMP, Furthermore the outfall will also be subject to further regulatory 
measures and assessment by the Environment Agency.

Artificial lighting has the potential to affect fish during both construction and operation of the 
Development. However, the floodlights used during the operational phase, although high-
powered, will be highly directional (into the stadium rather than outwards onto surrounding 
habitats and buildings) and used on an occasional basis and for a relatively short period of 
time on each occasion. Floodlights will be used as required for evening games which take 
place during the hours of darkness. The closest of the stadium floodlights is approximately 
20 metres from the River Derwent. 

Floodlights will also be used for the multi-use sports pitch adjacent to the stadium, which is 
likely to be used on a more frequent basis, possibly daily. Permanent artificial lighting units 
installed along the River Derwent could result in the illumination of the watercourse (3G and 
footpath lights) if not mitigated and therefore, artificial light could result in a Likely 
Significant Effect on qualifying fish species. 

To address the adverse effects of lighting on fish, the careful design, siting and use of 
lighting will need to be secured by planning conditions.  
The parameters of the lighting requirements to be secured by planning condition have been 



agreed with Natural England and the Environment Agency and addressed at appropriate 
assessment stage.

Ecology - Habitat Regulations – Appropriate Assessment (Otter) 

A survey for otter was undertaken in suitable habitat up to 200 metres from the 
Development. Evidence searched for included: holts, laying-up areas, spraints, footprints, 
trails and foraging evidence. One otter resting site was identified within the survey area, on 
the south bank of the River Derwent, immediately adjacent to the Site boundary. 

Due to the obvious position of the holt on a major watercourse and the fact that the River 
Derwent at this location is tidal and water levels are consequently likely to fluctuate 
substantially, it is considered unlikely that this feature would be used for breeding by otter. 

The otter holt is situated approximately 20 metres from the nearest point of the proposed 
training pitch, and approximately 110 metres from the new stadium. There are trees 
surrounding the holt, but it is anticipated that these will be retained. The only other 
evidence of otter activity found during the survey was a single footprint in the mud on a 
large boulder which forms part of riverbank reinforcement just east of the Site boundary. 
The River Derwent provides optimal foraging and commuting habitat for otter and it is highly 
likely that this species occurs in the vicinity of the Site throughout the year. 

Otters are a highly mobile species and are likely to use both the River Derwent and the Mill 
Stream for foraging and commuting. As for the qualifying fish species, therefore, pollution of 
the aquatic environment could affect otters. Construction and operation of the 2 surface 
water outfalls would also have the potential to impact on river geomorphology and may 
disturb otter; given in river works has the potential for sediment pollution. Details of these 
works and construction details can be secured in a Construction Environmental Plan 
planning condition and a surface water planning condition to ensure best practice in river 
works during construction. Furthermore the outfall will also be subject to further regulatory 
measures and assessment by the Environment Agency.

It is reasonable to consider that the otter holt is functionally linked to the River Derwent and 
Bassenthwaite Lake SAC and it is possible that disturbance of otters using the holt may 
occur. With an abundance of alternative resting sites beyond the distance at which 
disturbance from works is likely and, because the holt is not suitable for breeding, any 
disturbance of otters is unlikely to affect the wider population or distribution of the species.

It is generally considered however that typical construction activities within 30 metres of an 
otter holt is likely to cause disturbance of an otter using that feature. This is increased for 
particularly intensive activities, such as piling.  Piling works during construction could 
generate sufficient noise and vibration within the River Derwent and river bank to impact on 
otters. It is considered appropriate to be secured by planning condition that for the non-
breeding otter holt, there shall be a 50 metres piling setback from the River Derwent and 
otter holt. For a breeding otter holt the piling setback distance would need to be extended 
to 100 metres if there is good cover or 200 metres if not. A licence from Natural England 
must be obtained to permit all works which may result in disturbance of otters using the 
holt.

Given, the use of otter holts may change through the year, from a non-breeding holt to a 



breeding holt, to be secured by planning condition a survey will be required to check when 
work is due to begin to determine if the holt is used from breeding or not. 

Lighting fixtures installed alongside the River Derwent could artificially illuminate the 
watercourse and/or the holt in this area, causing long-term disturbance to foraging, 
commuting and/or resting otters. Design of operational lighting needs to ensure that 
artificial illumination of the River Derwent or the Mill Stream does not exceed 0.2 lux, or that 
baseline levels are not increased where these achieved

Artificial lighting used elsewhere (or for security or health and safety reasons) during the 
demolition/ construction period needs to be directed onto the required area and light spill to 
surrounding areas, including the watercourses, shall be prevented by the use of beam 
deflectors. 

During the operational phase of the development, potential periods of disturbance will be 
limited to times when the stadium is being used for matches or when the training pitch or 
other facilities are being used. Although use of the stadium for matches may attract up to 
8,000 people (the capacity of the stadium), this will be infrequent and any disturbance 
caused would be short-term in duration. Use of the Development by smaller numbers of 
people on a more frequent basis is unlikely to cause substantial disturbance to otters, either 
using the holt or otherwise foraging or commuting in the River Derwent or Mill Stream. 

The floodlights used during operation of the new stadium are not predicted to result in a 
significant effect on otters given their directionality and occasional use. However, as part of 
permanent lighting fixtures are proposed along a new footpath adjacent to the River 
Derwent. If improperly designed, these could cause increased illumination of the 
watercourse, in addition to the otter holt in this area. Natural England has accepted 
mitigation measures addressed at appropriate assessment to be secured by planning 
conditions.

With regard for the potential for cumulative effects with other developments in the locality, it 
is considered there will be no other projects which could result in significant cumulative 
effects.

Ecology - Other species 

Survey for badger was carried out in suitable habitat up to at least 100 metres from the 
Development.  Given their absence from the site there will be no effect on badgers. 

Surveys were also carried out for the presence of red squirrel dreys in areas of woodland / 
trees within 50 m of the site. No evidence of red squirrel was found and it is concluded that 
the Development will have a negligible effect on red squirrel.

All areas of habitat within 500 m of the Development which are suitable for supporting 
wintering populations of water birds were surveyed. In addition, the survey covered Siddick 
Pond, which is located just beyond 500 metres from the application site, but is important for 
supporting a range of bird species. Areas of suitable habitat included all areas of amenity 
grassland, hard-standing, waterbodies etc. The target species included all geese, swans, 
ducks, waders, herons, grebes, rails, cormorants and kingfisher. The protection of breeding 
and wintering birds during demolition/ construction can be secured by planning conditions 



Following the completion of construction a beneficial effect will be the provision of bird 
nesting boxes that can be secured by planning condition.

No bat roosts were identified during the dusk emergence / dawn re-entry surveys. However, 
low levels of bat activity by two species – common pipistrelle and soprano pipistrelle – was 
recorded around the existing stadium during surveys. The only feature identified as having 
any bat roost suitability was the existing stadium and dusk and dawn surveys were 
conducted. A beneficial effect will be the provision of 6 additional bat boxes.

It was not possible to conduct reliable surveys for water vole or reptiles, which are both 
more optimally surveyed during the spring and/or summer. Officers consider a further 
survey prior to work commencing on site can be secured by planning condition and matters 
relating to mitigation can be suitably secured by planning condition if necessary. 
Great crested newt was excluded as there are no suitable waterbodies within 250 m of the 
Site and no records of this species were returned during the desk study.

It is considered that matters relating to ecology have been fully addressed in accordance 
with the Development Plan (Policies S2; S5; S24; S33; S35).

Amenity

Policy S32 of the Local Plan Part 1 sets out that support will be given for proposals which 
make a positive contribution to the area by maintaining or improving the quality of the 
environment and amenity. Relevant criteria include:-

a) Pollution or hazards which prejudice the health and safety of communities and their 
environments, including nature conservation interests and the water environment 
which cannot be overcome by appropriate mitigation measures;

b) Privacy as a result of overlooking, or increased sense of enclosure as a result of 
overbearing development or a loss of sunlight/daylight received by a property as a 
result of overshadowing;

c) Significant adverse environmental impact including noise and/or pollution to the 
water environment or deterioration of the Water Framework Directive Classification 
Status;

Following an initial review, the impact of the proposed development is considered to raise 
no material concerns with regards to the creation of noise. It is noted that the development 
replaces an existing open sports stadium with an enclosed proposal of four connected, 
enclosed stands. As such, the increase in noise generated by potential fans is considered 
to be mitigated by the increased insulation provided by the enhanced enclosure of the 
pitch. 
With regards to the impact of the internal uses conflicting with one another from an acoustic 
perspective, this is generally not an issue due to the operating hours. The community 
(proposed NHS), office, and conference facilities are low-noise generating uses and, during 
occasions in which the stadium hosts events and crowds of people, the community and 
office facilities will be closed due to the days and times at which these regularly occur, 
causing no conflicting noise generation. 

Should this not be the case, these facilities will be notified in advance to allow for planned 
early closures, ensuring there is no disturbance to those undertaking work within the 



development. 

The hospitality /conference suite also becomes part of the sporting / special events space 
and, as such, this provides no concern regarding potential conflicts between the land uses 
within the stadium due to the different hours the uses operate. That said, noise related 
planning conditions can safeguard noise levels relating to music, the public address system 
and any on site ventilation or extraction unit equipment.

The construction of the new stadium may require piling activities to be undertaken as 
detailed previously however, with regard to noise and the impact on surrounding residents 
and businesses, the times of piling operations can be secured in a Construction 
Environmental Management Plan. 

It is not considered that the stadium or its uses will adverse amenity issues that cannot be 
controlled by planning conditions. As such, it is considered to be in accordance with the 
Development Plan (Policies S2; S4; S5; S32).

Ground Investigation and Contamination

Policy S36 Air, Water and Soil Quality of the Local Plan addresses the protection of the 
quality of air and water resources within the Plan Area and that opportunities for 
enhancement will be pursued. 

The site has a mixed history, with particular risk / concern surrounding the potential 
contamination of the land to the north of the Black Path due to its former uses.

A Phase 1: Desk Top Study Report (preliminary environmental risk assessment) was 
submitted with the application supporting an initial scoping for geo-environmental 
implications on the site. A Phase 2 report to address remediation and verification of 
contamination works can be secured by planning condition as advised by the Council’s by 
Environmental Protection officer.

Statement of Community involvement

A strategy for consulting key statutory and non-statutory consultees, councillors and the 
community involved liaison with the relevant external stakeholders, alongside hosting a 
public exhibition event for Councillors and the public to attend.

With regard to Councillors and the community, a pubic exhibition was held on 4th 
December 2018 at the Workington Leisure Centre. This was attended by around 140 
people, with 46 written responses being received during and after the event. The feedback 
received was primarily positive, with the vast majority of respondents being fully supportive 
of the scheme and enthusiastic about its delivery. Queries related to technical matters were 
generally answered on the day by the project team.

There were additionally a number of key comments / issues raised by those who provided 
written feedback, relating to the stadium design, speedway, public open space, 
sustainability and location. It is considered the submitted for planning permission was 
informed by the feedback from the community, councillors, other consultees and 
stakeholders. 



 
Conclusion 

The stadium complex scheme with its associated and aggregated uses is considered to be 
a sustainable development in terms of matters relating to the economic, social and 
environmental considerations and is deemed to accord with Allerdale Local Plan Part 1 
policies as detailed throughout the report and consistent with the principles of the NPPF 
2019. 

The provision of the stadium complex in this highly accessible location would provide 
enhanced, substantial and sustainable employment, community and recreation and leisure 
facilities for the benefit of the community within Workington and the wider area. 

The proposed edge of centre location satisfies the requirements of the sequential 
assessment required by planning policy relating to both town centre uses. The proposed 
development has the potential to make a positive contribution to the vitality and viability of 
the town centre as a result of the increase footfall and activity generated by the stadium 
development.

The submitted information demonstrates that the development and the package of 
mitigation measures proposed will address any issues relating to potential flood risk and 
environmental impact. 

The scheme is acceptable in design terms and will not have an adverse impact on 
residential amenity or adverse impact on nearby heritage assets.

RECOMMENDATION: THE DECISION TO GRANT PLANNING PERMISSION SUBJECT 
TO CONDITIONS BE DELEGATED TO THE PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL 
MANAGER UPON THE SIGNING OF A SECTION 106 AGREEMENT SECURING:-

 PUFFIN CROSSING (SIGNALLED PEDESTRIAN) A597 Circa £80,000
 BUS STOP IMPROVEMENTS/   BUS STOP SHELTERS TIMETABLE BOARD 

ETC.) Circa £15,000
 FOOTWAY LIGHTING (ENHANCED ACCESS) Circa £10,277.76
 FOOTWAY ALONGSIDE SOUTH SIDE OF A597 BETWEEN ROUNDABOUT AND 

CHURCH STREET JUNCTIONS Circa £24,034.20



Annex 1

Conditions/Reasons

Time

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of 
three years from the date of this permission.

Reason: In order to comply with Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990.

2. The development hereby permitted shall be carried out solely in accordance 
with the following plans:
Design and Access Statement
Archaeological Desk Based Assessment
Supporting Letter
Statement to Inform Appropriate Assessment
Phase 1 GeoEnvironmental Report
Flood Risk Assessment v03 7 March 2019
Planning Statement
Drainage Strategy Report
Ecological Impact Assessment
Flood Risk Assessment Revision 3
Arboricultural Impact Assessment 
Arboricultural Plans 1,2,3,4 and 5.
Travel Plan
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
4268-AL(0)011 Rev D Proposed Site Plan
Transport Assessment S4WC-ACM-00-XX-DR-GT-000001 
Ground Investigations Plan 
Heritage Assessment 
4268-AL(0)110 Rev B - Proposed Floor Plan Level 0 
4268-AL(0)111 Rev B - Proposed Floor Plan Level 1 
4268-AL(0)112 Rev B - Proposed Floor Plan Level 2
4268-AL(0)113 Rev A - Proposed Floor Plans Level 3
4268-AL(0)120 Rev C - Proposed Roof Plan
4268-AL(0)130 Rev B - Proposed Elevations
4268-AL(0)140 Rev B- Proposed Section A-B
4268-AL(0)141 Rev B - Proposed Sections E & F
4268-AL(0)142 Rev A - Proposed Site Section A-D
4268-AL(0)144 Rev A - Proposed Section B & H
4268-AL(0)145 - Proposed Sections C & D
60586269-ACM-XX-00-DR-CE-000200A - Drainage Layout 1 of 3 
60586269-ACM-XX-00-DR-CE-000201A - Drainage Layout 2 of 3 
60586269-ACM-XX-00-DR-CE-000202A - Drainage Layout 3 of 3
60586269-ACM-XX-00-DR-CE-000203A - Drainage Pop up locations
4268-AL(0)040 Existing Site Sections A-D
Fish Habitat Survey Report



Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening Report
60586269-ACM-XX-00-DR-CE-000104A Earthworks Layout
60586269-ACM-XX-00-DR-CE-000100A Proposed Hardworks Layout - Sheet 1 
of 2
60586269-ACM-XX-00-DR-CE-000101A - Proposed Hardworks Layout - Sheet 
2 of 2
60586269-ACM-XX-00-DR-CE-000105A Proposed Kerbing Layout
60586269-ACM-XX-00-DR-CE-000102A Proposed Levels Layout
60586269-ACM-XX-00-DR-CE-000110A Proposed Platform Layout
Landscape Plans 1494 01 G Sheet 1 of 2
Landscape Plans  1495 02 G Sheet 2 of 2
Bat Roost Survey
Statement of Community Involvement
60586269-ACM-XX-00-DR-CE-000030A- PROPOSED SWEPT PATH LAYOUT 
(SHEET 1 OF 3)
60586269-ACM-XX-00-DR-CE-000031A- PROPOSED SWEPT PATH LAYOUT 
(SHEET 2 OF 3)
60586269-ACM-XX-00-DR-CE-000032A- PROPOSED SWEPT PATH LAYOUT 
(SHEET 3 OF 3)
4268-AL(0)001 Rev A- Location Plan
Sequential Test
Lighting Report
4268-AL(0)010 - Rev D - Existing Site Plan
108115-001 Rev A - Car Park Layout

Reason: In order to ensure that the development is carried out in complete 
accordance with the approved plans and any material and non-material alterations 
to the scheme are properly considered.

Pre-commencement conditions:

3. Prior to the carrying out of any demolition works the existing Borough Park 
shall be recorded in accordance with a Level 1 Survey as described by 
Historic England’s document Understanding Historic Buildings A Guide to 
Good Recording Practice, 2016. Within 2 months of the commencement of 
construction works a copy of the resultant Level 1 Survey report shall be 
furnished to the Local Planning Authority. 

Reason: to ensure that a permanent record is made of the ground of historical and 
communal interest prior to its demolition as part of the proposed development

4. No development shall take place until a Demolition Method Statement has 
been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority 
for Borough Park. The statement shall include the following:

a) Traffic Management Plan to include all traffic associated with the 
development, including site and staff traffic, off site parking, turning 
and compound areas;

b) Procedure to monitor and mitigate noise and vibration from the 
demolition and to monitor any properties at risk of damage from 



vibration, as well as taking into account noise from vehicles, 
deliveries. All measurements should make reference to BS7445.

c) Mitigation measures to reduce adverse impacts on residential 
properties from construction compounds including visual impact, 
noise, and light pollution;

d) A written procedure for dealing with complaints regarding the 
demolition;

e) Measures to control the emissions of dust and dirt during demolition 
(including any wheel washing facilities);

f) Programme of work for Demolition phase;
g) Hours of working and deliveries;
h) Details of lighting to be used on site;
i) Highway signage/ Haulage routes. 

The approved statement shall be adhered to throughout the duration of the 
demolition activities.

Reason:  In the interests of safeguarding the amenity of the occupiers of 
properties on Northside during the demolition works of the development hereby 
approved, in compliance with the National Planning Policy Framework and Policy 
S32 of the Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1), Adopted July 2014 and in the interests of 
highway safety.

5. No development shall take place until a Construction Method Statement has 
been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 
The statement shall include the following:

a) Traffic Management Plan to include all traffic associated with the 
development, including site and staff traffic, off-site parking, turning and 
compound areas;

b) Procedure to monitor and mitigate noise and vibration from 
construction operations and to monitor any properties at risk of damage 
from vibration, as well as taking into account noise from vehicles, 
deliveries. All measurements should make reference to BS7445.

c) Mitigation measures to reduce adverse impacts on residential properties 
from construction compounds including visual impact, noise, and light 
pollution;

d) A written procedure for dealing with complaints regarding the 
construction;

e) Measures to control the emissions of dust and dirt during construction 
and demolition (including any wheel washing facilities);

f) Programme of work for the Construction phase;
g) Hours of working and deliveries;
h) Details of lighting to be used on site;
i) Highway signage/ Haulage routes. 

The approved statement shall be adhered to throughout the duration of the 
development.



Reason:  In the interests of safeguarding the amenity of the occupiers of 
properties on Northside during the construction works of the development hereby 
approved, in compliance with the National Planning Policy Framework and Policy 
S32 of the Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1), Adopted July 2014 and in the interests of 
highway safety.

6. No development shall commence until a Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP) has been submitted. The CEMP will set out 
general environmental management measures, including in relation to 
pollution prevention, and the roles and responsibilities of Site personnel. 
The CEMP will include, as a minimum, Construction Method Statement(s), 
Pollution Prevention Plan (PPP), Species Protection Plan (SPP), Habitat 
Management Plans (HMP), Water Management Plan (WMP), Biosecurity Plan 
and Dust Management Plan (DMP) and shall address the following:

a. Overall 

i. Details of methods of piling or any other foundation designs using 
penetrative methods shall  be submitted for written consent of the 
Local Planning Authority, the approved method shall be implemented 
during construction works;

ii. All Site personnel involved in the construction and operation of the 
Development shall be made aware of ecological features at the Sites 
and the mitigation and working procedures which must be adopted. 
This shall be achieved as part of the Site induction process through 
the delivery of a Toolbox Talk;

iii. Briefings shall be provided to all Site personnel in advance of works 
which are considered to present an increased risk of impacting upon 
ecological features to include works in the vicinity of invasive non-
native species to include a best practice biosecurity check;

iv. Controls and contingency measures shall be provided to manage run-
off from construction areas and to manage sediment via a trap/ 
fencing. No run-off shall be allowed to directly enter the River Derwent 
or the Mill Stream;

v. All oils, fuels, lubricants or other chemicals shall be stored in an 
appropriate secure container in a suitable storage area, with spill kits 
provided at the storage location and at places across the Site. There 
shall be no storage of any oils, fuels, lubricants or other chemicals 
within 50 metres of the River Derwent or Mill Stream;

vi. In order to avoid potential pollution impacts to watercourses, soils or 
vegetation from machinery during construction, all refuelling and 
servicing of vehicles and plant shall be carried out in a designated 
area which is bunded and has an impermeable base. This shall be 
situated at least 50 metres from the River Derwent and Mill Stream;

vii. Works near or at any retained trees or woodland shall follow guidance 
detailed in British Standard 5837:2012 trees in relation to design, 
demolition and construction – Recommendations (British Standards 
Institution, 2012) as such, root protection zones shall be established 
around retained trees, in accordance with the aforementioned 
guidance. These shall be clearly demarcated and no machinery will 



enter these areas nor will any material be stored within them;
viii. A pre-construction survey shall be undertaken by a suitably 

experienced ecologist to confirm that there is no change to the 
ecological baseline on Site to include a pre-development otter survey. 
Any changes shall be reported to Allerdale Borough Council and the 
appointed Principal Contractor;

ix. Sightings of protected or notable species within the Site or immediate 
surrounds during the construction period shall be recorded. If any 
evidence or sightings of protected or notable species occur within 30 
m of works, then works in that area will stop immediately;

x. Any excavations shall be left with a method of escape for any animal 
that may enter overnight, and shall be checked at the start of each 
working day to ensure no animals are trapped within them;

xi. Any pipes shall be capped or otherwise blocked at the end of each 
working day, or if left for extended periods of time, to ensure no 
animals become trapped;

xii. Construction works shall be carried out in daylight to minimise the 
risk of disturbing protected species such as bats and otter; and;

xiii. Tree felling and works which will directly impact upon areas of 
vegetation which could be used by nesting birds shall be undertaken 
outside of the breeding season, (this being between March and 
August, inclusive). Where this cannot be achieved, a pre-works check 
for the presence of nesting birds shall be conducted by a suitably 
experienced ornithologist. Each new construction / felling area shall 
be checked not more than 72 hours prior to commencement of works 
as nests can be quickly established. Where any active nests are 
identified, suitable specific-specific exclusion zones must be 
implemented and these must be maintained until the breeding attempt 
has concluded. If a bird listed on Schedule 1 of the WCA is confirmed 
or suspected to be breeding (e.g. kingfisher), the works exclusion 
zone must be agreed with Natural England and the nest must be 
monitored for signs of disturbance. If it is suspected that the breeding 
birds are being disturbed, works must be stopped and further advice 
sought from Natural England. Full details of the requirements in 
relation to the protection of breeding birds, including recommended 
sizes for works exclusion zones, shall be detailed in the Species 
Protection Plan;

xiv. A predevelopment survey shall be undertaken of lizard/ watervole 
habitats. Should lizards/ water vole be found, a written Ecological 
Mitigation and Management strategy shall be submitted to, and 
approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority prior to the 
commencement of development. The strategy should be based on a 
lizard/ water vole habitat and population assessment. The strategy 
will include an impact assessment, definition of safe areas excluded 
from development, mitigation during development, phasing 
agreement of works, an establishment plan for compensatory habitat, 
monitoring and a long term management strategy. These works shall 
be implemented in full in accordance with the agreed mitigation and 
management strategy.



b. Atlantic salmon, sea lamprey, river lamprey and brook lamprey;

i. No artificial lighting shall be used at any time during the demolition/ 
construction period within 10 metres of the River Derwent or Mill 
Stream (except where this is essential for security or for health and 
safety reasons);

ii. Artificial lighting used elsewhere (or for security or health and safety 
reasons) during the demolition/ construction period shall be directed 
onto the required area and light spill to surrounding areas, including 
the watercourses, shall be prevented by the used of beam deflectors;

iii. No piling activities to take place at any time within 10 metres of the 
River Derwent or Mill Stream. The only exception to this is the 
required construction of the footbridge over the Mill Stream. Should 
this be required, a bored piling method would be implemented to 
minimise vibration. These works would take 2 days and are therefore 
short term in duration;

iv. No piling should take place within 50 metres of the River Derwent or 
the Mill Stream during the periods September to January inclusive, 
and April to May inclusive to avoid fish migratory periods;

v. Outside the fish migratory periods a ‘soft start’ technique will be 
implemented during piling works within 50 metres of the River 
Derwent and Mill Stream;

vi. There shall be no culverting of any watercourse;
vii. The new footbridge over the Mill Stream which links the stadium and 

the car park shall be clear span and will not directly impact upon the 
watercourse. 

c. Otter:

i. No artificial lighting shall be used at any time during the demolition/ 
construction within 10 metres of the River Derwent or Mill Stream 
(except where this is essential for security or for health and safety 
reasons). This shall be extended to a minimum distance of 30 metres 
around the identified otter holt on the south bank of the River 
Derwent;

ii. For a non-breeding otter holt, there shall be a 50 metres piling setback 
from the River Derwent and otter holt.

iii. For a breeding otter holt, there shall be a 100 metres piling setback 
from the River Derwent and otter holt if there is good cover, this shall 
be extended to 200 metres if there is poor cover.

Reason: In the interests of safeguarding ecological interests during the 
construction works of the development hereby approved, in compliance with the 
National Planning Policy Framework and Policy S35 of the Allerdale Local Plan 
(Part 1), Adopted July 2014. To minimise any risk arising from any possible 
contamination from the development to the local environment in compliance with 
the National Planning Policy Framework and Policy S30 of the Allerdale Local 
Plan (Part 1), Adopted July 2014



7. Prior to the commencement of works, details of the siting and design of the 
proposed bat and bird boxes to be erected within the application site shall 
be submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority. The 
approved details shall be fully implemented prior to the occupation of the 
development(s) hereby approved. 

Reason:  To safeguard the habitat of bats during construction works in compliance 
with the National Planning Policy Framework, Policy S35 of the Allerdale Local 
Plan (Part 1), Adopted July 2014

8. The carriageway, footways and footpaths shall be designed, drained and lit 
to a standard suitable for adoption and in this respect further details, 
including longitudinal/cross sections, shall be submitted to the Local 
Planning Authority for approval before any part of the development hereby 
permitted is commenced. No work shall be commenced until a full 
specification has been approved. These details shall be in accordance with 
the standards laid down in the current Cumbria Design Guide. Any works so 
approved shall be constructed before the development is fully occupied.

Reason: To ensure a minimum standard of construction within the approved 
development in the interests of highway safety.

9. Prior to occupation of any part of the stadium complex, details of the 
following highway works shall be provided to the Local Planning Authority 
for approval in consultation with Cumbria Highways. (For clarity these works 
are marked on the attached plan S278 works.)
i. bus stop improvements;
ii. highway lighting;
iii. pedestrian crossing on the A597;
iv. new footway on the A597 
Such details shall form part of an agreement with the Highways Authority 
under Section 278 of the Highway Act 1980, unless otherwise agreed in 
writing with the Local Planning Authority. The development, or any part 
thereof, shall not be occupied until the approved highway works have been 
completed in accordance with such details that form part of an agreement 
with the Highways Authority under section 278 of the Highways Act 1980, 
unless otherwise agreed in writing with the Local Planning Authority. 

Reason: To ensure a minimum standard of construction within the approved 
development in the interests of highway safety.

10.Before development commences, a detailed method statement for the long-
term eradication of Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam on the site 
shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority. The method statement shall include proposed measures to 
prevent the spread of Japanese Knotweed during any operations such as 
mowing, strimming or soil movement. It shall also contain measures to 
ensure that any soils brought to the site are free of the seeds, roots or stem 
of any invasive plant covered under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 
Development shall proceed in accordance with the approved method 



statement.

Reason: To avoid the spread during construction works of an invasive and 
prohibited plant species in the interests of avoiding harm to the environment.

11.As the preliminary risk assessment identified potential contamination which 
may affect human health, controlled waters or the wider environment, no 
development approved by this permission shall commence until all 
necessary site investigation works within the site boundary have been 
carried out to establish the degree and nature of the contamination and its 
potential to pollute the environment or cause harm to human health. The 
scope of works for the site investigations should be agreed with the Local 
Planning Authority prior to the commencement.

Reason:  To minimise any risk during or post construction works arising from any 
possible contamination from the development to the local environment in 
compliance with the National Planning Policy Framework and Policy S30 of the 
Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1), Adopted July 2014.

12.Should land affected by contamination be identified following site 
investigations (under condition 11), which poses unacceptable risks to 
human health, controlled waters or the wider environment, no development 
shall take place until a detailed remediation scheme has been submitted to 
and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The scheme must 
include an appraisal of remediation options, identification of the preferred 
option(s), the proposed remediation objectives and remediation criteria, and 
a description and programme of the works to be undertaken including the 
verification plan.

Reason: To minimise any risk during or post construction works arising from any 
possible contamination from the development to the local environment in 
compliance with the National Planning Policy Framework and Policy S30 of the 
Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1), Adopted July 2014.

13.Should a remediation scheme be required under condition 12, the approved 
strategy shall be implemented and a verification report submitted to and 
approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority, prior to the 
development (or relevant phase of development) being brought into use.

Reason: To minimise any risk during or post construction works arising from any 
possible contamination from the development to the local environment in 
compliance with the National Planning Policy Framework and Policy S30 of the 
Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1), Adopted July 2014.

14.In the event that contamination is found at any time when carrying out the 
approved development that was not previously identified it must be reported 
immediately to the Local Planning Authority. Development on the part of the 
site affected must be halted and a risk assessment carried out and 
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 
Where unacceptable risks are found remediation and verification schemes 



shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority. These shall be implemented prior to the development (or relevant 
phase of development) being brought into use. All works shall be 
undertaken in accordance with current UK guidance, particularly CLR11.

Reason: To minimise any risk arising from any possible contamination from the 
development to the local environment in compliance with the National Planning 
Policy Framework and Policy S30 of the Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1), Adopted 
July 2014.

15.Details of the siting, height and type of all means of enclosure/screen 
walls/fences/other means of enclosure shall be submitted to and approved 
by the Local Planning Authority prior to the occupation of any part of the 
approved development. Any such walls/fences etc shall be constructed 
prior to any part of the approved stadium complex being brought into use. 
All means of enclosure so constructed shall be retained and no part thereof 
shall be removed without the prior consent of the Local Planning Authority.

Reason: To ensure a satisfactory standard of development which is compatible 
with the character of the surrounding area and to safeguard the amenity of 
pedestrians and users of the locality.

16.Prior to commencement of development details of the car park pedestrian 
bridge(s) proposed on site shall be submitted to and approved in writing by 
the Local Planning Authority.  Thereafter the bridge(s) shall be constructed 
as set out in the approved scheme and completed prior to the first use of 
any element of the development.

Reason : The use of a clear spanning bridge(s) will maintain the river corridor and 
allow the movement of both river and associated wildlife, to ensure the protection 
of wildlife and supporting habitat  in accordance with the National Planning Policy 
Framework and Policies S2 and S35 of the Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1), Adopted 
July 2014. It is also necessary to ensure sustainable access in accordance with 
policies S2 and S22 of the Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1), Adopted July 2014.

17. Prior to the commencement of development details of the arrangements for 
the storage and disposal of waste from the premises shall be submitted to 
and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The details shall be 
implemented as approved and retained for the lifetime of the development.

Reason: In the interests of safeguarding residential and visual amenity of other 
properties in the locality from the operational use of the application site, in 
compliance with the National Planning Policy Framework and Policy S32 of the 
Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1), Adopted July 2014.

18.Prior to the commencement of the development, a surface water drainage 
scheme based on the hierarchy of drainage options in the National Planning 
Practice Guidance with evidence of an assessment of the site conditions 
(inclusive of how the scheme shall be managed after completion) shall be 
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The 



surface water drainage scheme must be in accordance with the Non-
Statutory Technical Standards for Sustainable Drainage Systems (March 
2015) or any subsequent replacement national standards and unless 
otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority, no surface 
water shall discharge to the public sewerage system either directly or 
indirectly. Prior to the occupation of the uses hereby approved, details of 
the surface water outfall(s) and any ‘in-river’ works shall be submitted to the 
Local Planning Authority for approval and the approved scheme shall be 
implemented and maintained in accordance with the approved details 
thereafter. The development shall be completed, maintained and managed in 
accordance with the approved details.

Reason: To promote sustainable development, secure proper drainage and to 
manage the risk of flooding and pollution.

19. No development of the Stadium shall commence until details of the design 
and layout of the Stadium have been submitted to and approved in writing 
by the Local Planning Authority, after consultation with Sport England. The 
changing rooms contained within the Stadium shall comply with The 
Football Association and Rugby Football League Design standards. The 
Stadium shall not be constructed other than in accordance with the 
approved details.

Reason: To ensure the development is fit for purpose and sustainable and to 
accord with Allerdale Local plan (Part 1) Policy S25 and paragraph 97 of the 
NPPF.

20.No development shall commence until a Scheme to ensure the continuity of 
use for existing pitch users at Borough Park during construction works has 
been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority, 
after consultation with Sport England. The Scheme must set out a Phasing 
Plan for the construction of the Artificial Grass Pitch and Stadium with 
details of the size, location, type and make-up of the temporary facilities 
together with arrangements for access, including any temporary changing 
room provision for the Artificial Grass Pitch. The scheme must include a 
timetable for the provision of the temporary facilities. The approved scheme 
shall be implemented and complied with in full throughout the carrying out 
of the development.

Reason: To protect playing fields/sports facilities from damage, loss or availability of 
use during the construction of the development and to accord with Allerdale Local 
Plan (Part 1) Policy S25 and paragraph 97 of the NPPF

Construction phase 

21.The development permitted by this planning permission shall only be 
carried out in accordance with the approved Flood Risk Assessment v03 7 
March 2019, and implemented prior to the occupation of the development 
hereby approved as detailed within the FRA:

a) The finished floor levels shall be set no lower than 7metres above 



Ordnance Datum (AOD) for the stadium, the outdoor 3G pitch at 
6.1mAOD and the access road which circumnavigates the perimeter of 
the stadium shall be at a minimum level of around 6.8mAOD.

b) Prior to occupation of any of the uses hereby approved, there shall be 
a Flood Evacuation Plan submitted to the Local Planning Authority for 
approval which identifies and provides for safe route(s) into and out 
of the site to the adjacent highway during a flood event. The approved 
Flood Evacuation Plan shall be adhered to as approved thereafter.

Reason: To reduce the impact of flooding on the proposed development and 
future occupants and to prevent flooding elsewhere by ensuring that 
compensatory storage of flood water is provided and to ensure safe access and 
egress from and to the site. In compliance with the National Planning Policy 
Framework and Policy EN14 of the Allerdale Local Plan, Adopted 1999 (Saved).

22.The works to the trees shall be carried out solely in accordance with the 
details outlined in the Arboricultural Impact Assessment and Arboricultural 
Plans 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.

Reason: To ensure that the trees are protected to an appropriate standard during 
the construction phase of the development.

23.Prior to the laying of the Hybrid Stadium Pitch the design and layout of the 
Hybrid Stadium Pitch shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the 
Local Planning Authority, after consultation with Sport England. The design 
shall include:

a) Dimensions and layout 
b) Cross sections of the sub layers including materials

The Hybrid Stadium Pitch shall not be constructed other than in accordance 
with the approved details.

Reason: To ensure the development is fit for purpose and sustainable and to 
accord with Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1) Policy S25 and paragraph 97 of the 
NPPF.

24.Prior to the laying of the 3G Artificial Grass Pitch, the design and layout of 
Artificial Grass Pitch shall been submitted to and approved in writing by the 
Local Planning Authority, after consultation with Sport England. The design 
shall include:

a) Dimensions and layout
b) Cross sections of the sub layers including materials
c) Fencing
d) Sports lighting design and lighting assessment

The design and construction shall comply with the FIFA Quality Concept for 



Football Turf and Rugby League Community Standard. The Artificial Grass 
Pitch shall not be constructed other than in accordance with the approved 
details.

Reason: To ensure the development is fit for purpose and sustainable and to 
accord with Allerdale Local plan (Part 1) Policy S25 and paragraph 97 of the 
NPPF.

Prior to commencement of use

25.Before the Stadium Pitch is brought into use, a Management and 
Maintenance Scheme for the facilities including management 
responsibilities, a maintenance schedule and a mechanism for review shall 
be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority 
after consultation with Sport England. The Scheme shall include measures 
to replace the Hybrid Stadium Pitch where necessary and within the 
Contractors recommended lifespan. The measures set out in the approved 
Scheme shall be complied with in full, with effect from commencement of 
use of the Stadium Pitch.

Reason: To ensure that a new facilities are capable of being managed and 
maintained to deliver facilities which are fit for purpose, sustainable and to ensure 
sufficient benefit of the development to sport and to accord with Allerdale Local 
Plan (Part 1) Policy S25 Development Plan Policy and paragraph 97 of the NPPF

26.Use of the 3G Artificial Grass Pitch shall not commence until:

a) certification that the Artificial Grass Pitch hereby permitted has met 
FIFA Quality Concept for Football Turf; and

b) confirmation that the facility has been registered on the Football 
Association’s Register of Football Turf Pitches have been submitted 
to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority, after 
consultation with Sport England.

Reason: To ensure the development is fit for purpose and sustainable and to 
accord with Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1) Policy S25 and paragraph 97 of the 
NPPF.

27. Use of the 3G external sports pitch shall not commence until a management 
strategy has be submitted to the Local Planning Authority for approval and 
the approved details shall be implemented prior to the use of the 3G pitch 
and retained thereafter during its operation as approved.  The Management 
and Maintenance Scheme for the facilities including management 
responsibilities, a maintenance schedule and a mechanism for review shall 
be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority 
after consultation with Sport England. The Scheme shall include measures 
to replace the Artificial Grass Pitch carpet, where necessary and within the 
Contractors recommended lifespan. The measures set out in the approved 
Scheme shall be complied with in full, with effect from commencement of 



use of the Artificial Grass Pitch.

Reason: To ensure that a new facilities are capable of being managed and 
maintained to deliver facilities which are fit for purpose, sustainable and to ensure 
sufficient benefit of the development to sport and to accord with Allerdale Local 
Plan (Part 1) Policy S25 Development Plan Policy and paragraph 97 of the NPPF 
and to ensure the sports provision is available for community use in accordance 
with Policy S25 Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1), Adopted July 2014 such a provision 
having been afforded weight as a benefit in the overall balance of considerations.

28.Prior to the occupation of any part of the stadium complex hereby approved 
details of an Event Management Plan for events in excess of 2,000 
attendees, detailing the vehicular, pedestrian and cycling access/ egress 
arrangements and car parking strategies with regard to weekdays, weekend/ 
evening sporting events or other major leisure events, shall be submitted to 
and approved by the Local Planning Authority. The Events Management 
Plan shall be implemented as approved. The Event Management Plan shall 
ensure that the Derwent Park stadium is not in operation during a major 
event at the West Cumbria Stadium.

Reason: To ensure the safe management of the local highway network, parking, 
and the access/ egress arrangements regarding the highway and pedestrian 
networks.

      29. Prior to first use of the development hereby approved a Noise Impact                
Assessment shall be provided to the Local Planning Authority, providing the 
following:

a) Noise modelling and quantified reduction provided by the four stands 
shall be clearly demonstrated;

b) The predicted noise output from the stadium at capacity and the 
predicted levels at nearby residential receptors and natural/ wildlife 
features shall be calculated with methodology provided;

c) Noise producing Operational Plant / Amplification Equipment / Public 
Address Systems shall be considered and included within 
calculations when significant;

d)  BS 8233 2014 (Guidance on sound insulation and noise reduction for 
buildings) shall be used were applicable with reference to WHO 
community noise levels where applicable.

Where noise levels have been found to have a significant adverse impact, 
mitigation must be provided and approved by Allerdale:

e) Guidance S 8233 2014 (Guidance on sound insulation and noise 
reduction for buildings) shall be followed for any mitigation by design. 
Any proposed restriction of operation or management of events shall 
be submitted via a Noise Management Plan for approval by the Local 
Planning Authority;

f) The Noise Management Plan shall be implemented in accordance with 
the approved scheme in perpetuity unless otherwise agreed in writing 



by the Local Planning Authority.

Reason:  To safeguard the amenity of nearby residential properties, in compliance 
with the National Planning Policy Framework and Policy S32 and Policy 35 of the 
Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1), Adopted July 2014

30.A Landscaping Management Plan including long term design objectives, 
management responsibilities and maintenance schedules for all landscape 
areas (hard and soft landscaping), including footpaths, public realm areas, 
internal highway access and parking areas shall be submitted to and 
approved by the Local Planning Authority prior to the first use of the 
stadium (or any element of the approved development, whichever is the 
sooner, for its permitted use). The development shall thereafter be 
implemented and maintained at all times in accordance with the approved 
Management plan and Drawing numbers: 1494 01 G and 1494 02 Landscape 
Plans 1 and the Hard Landscaping plans drawing numbers 60586269-ACM-
XX-00-DR-CE-000100A Proposed Hardworks Layout - Sheet 1 of 2 and 
60586269-ACM-XX-00-DR-CE-000101A - Proposed Hardworks Layout - Sheet 
2 of 2 .

Reason: To ensure the long term maintenance and management of public open 
space

31.Prior to the commencement of the use of the site, details of the operational 
lighting scheme for the development (including siting and design), details of 
all lamps plus levels and hours of illumination shall be submitted to and 
approved by the Local Planning Authority. The lighting details for the 
development hereby approved shall be solely implemented and operated in 
accordance with the approved lighting scheme unless approved in writing 
with the Local Planning Authority.

The lighting scheme shall address the following parameters:

a) No artificial lighting shall be used at any time during the operation 
within 10 metres of the River Derwent or Mill Stream (except where 
this is essential for security or for health and safety reasons) and this 
shall be extended to a minimum distance of 30 metres around the 
identified otter holt on the south bank of the River Derwent.  

b) Artificial lighting used elsewhere (or for security or health and safety 
reasons) during operation shall be directed onto the required area and 
light spill to surrounding areas, including the watercourses, shall be 
prevented by the used of beam deflectors;

c) The design/ siting of operational lighting will ensure that artificial 
illumination of the River Derwent or the Mill Stream does not exceed 
0.2 lux, or that baseline levels are not increased where these are 
already above 0.2 lux.

d) Lighting details shall be provided for the pedestrian route along Black 



Path. 

Reason:  To safeguard the amenity of nearby residential properties, in compliance 
with the National Planning Policy Framework and Policy S32 of the Allerdale Local 
Plan (Part 1), Adopted July 2014.

32.  Only foul drainage shall be connected to the public sewer. Details of the 
foul drainage scheme and its management shall be submitted to the Local 
Planning Authority for approval. The approved scheme shall be 
implemented prior to the implementation of any of the uses of the stadium 
complex and maintained as approved thereafter. 

Reason: To ensure a sustainable means of drainage from the site and minimise 
the risk of water pollution to the local water environment, in compliance with the 
National Planning Policy Framework and Policy S2 of the Allerdale Local Plan 
(Part 1), Adopted July 2014.

Post occupation/Other

33. Within 6 months of the development (or any part thereof) opening the 
business, the developer shall prepare and submit to the Local Planning 
Authority for their approval a Travel Plan, following the principles of the 
submitted Transport Framework, which shall identify the measures that will 
be undertaken by the developer to encourage the achievement of a modal 
shift away from the use of private cars to visit the development to 
sustainable transport modes. The measures identified in the Travel Plan 
shall be implemented by the developer within 12 months of the development 
(or any part thereof) opening for business.

Reason: To aid in the delivery of sustainable transport objectives from the 
operational use of the development.

34. All planting, seeding or turfing comprised within the scheme shall be 
carried out in the first planting season following completion of the 
development and any trees or plants which within a period of 5 years from 
the completion of the development die, are removed or become seriously 
damaged or diseased shall be replaced in the next planting season with 
other similar size and species, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the 
Local Planning Authority in accordance with Drawing numbers 1494 01 G 
and 1494 02 Landscape Plans 1.

Reason: In order to enhance the appearance of the development and minimise the 
impact of the development in the locality.

35. There shall be annual monitoring of erosion of the adjacent river bank (or 
following a flood event). An annual monitoring report shall be provided to 
the Local Planning Authority and if required a scheme of repair, 
management and enhancement of the riparian habitat shall be submitted to 
the Local Planning Authority in consultation with the Environment Agency 



for approval. The approved scheme shall be implemented as approved.

Reason: To ensure the protection of wildlife and supporting habitat  in accordance 
with the National Planning Policy Framework and Policies S2 and S35 of the 
Allerdale Local Plan (Part 1), Adopted July 2014

NOTES TO APPLICANT

 The Local Planning Authority emphasises that the works may affect species 
and habitats protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. The 
onus rests with the developer to comply with its respective legislation and 
cease works and report any unrecorded species or habitats with Natural 
England (which may necessitate the need for an additional licence.

 All British bats and their roosts are protected by law under the provisions of 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and they should 
therefore always be taken into account when any work is being done on 
buildings which are known to be used by bats or have potential as bat 
roosts.  Should bats be found on site you are advised to cease works and 
contact Natural England for further advice.

 A licence from Natural England must be obtained to permit all works which 
may result in disturbance of otters using the holt.

 The developer will require permit(s) under the Environmental Permitting 
(England and Wales) Regulations 2016 from the Environment Agency for 
any proposed works or structures, in, under, over or within 8 metres of the 
bank of the river River Derwent and Soapery Beck which are designated a 
Main River, or works within the flood plain (Flood Zone 3) which are not 
covered in the planning submission. In particular, no trees or shrubs may 
be planted, nor fences, buildings, pipelines (including outfalls) or any other 
structure erected within 8 metres of the top of the bank of the Main River, or 
landward toe of any flood defences, without an environmental permit. Some 
activities are also now excluded or exempt. For further information, the 
developer should refer to the GOV.UK website: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits. 
The applicant should note that the Agency has a period of two months to 
determine a valid application for a Permit for Flood Risk Activities (PfFRA). 
We would advise that this period is taken into account when planning works 
which require an Environmental Permit.
The Environmental Permit will control works in, over, under or adjacent to 
main rivers (including any culverting). The permit application must 
demonstrate that: there is no increase in flood risk either upstream or 
downstream, access to the main river network and sea/tidal defences for 
maintenance and improvement is not prejudiced and works are carried out 
in such a way as to avoid unnecessary environmental damage.

 Please be aware that if abstraction from the River Derwent or Soapery 



Beck were required, we would recommend early engagement with the 
Environment Agency to discuss the implications of any abstraction. Any 
abstraction would need to be considered under the Habitats Regulations, 
and any licence granted would include a hands-off-flow to protect low flows 
in the river.

 Informative (artificial grass pitches for Steps 1 to 6 of the FA’s National 
League System) – The applicant is advised that pitches to be used for Step 
1 and Step 2 level football matches should be built in accordance with FIFA 
Quality Concept for Football Turf - FIFA Quality Pro and Steps 3 to 6 should 
be built in accordance with FIFA Quality as a minimum and tested annually 
as per league rules

 






